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Introduction: Magnifying the Light in the Darkness
If you are reading this, you know that cats are magical. But did you know that magic is
simply the tip of the iceberg? The ancient Egyptians believed that when someone died,
their soul, or ba, could transmigrate into a cat, who would, in turn, shuttle the ba into the
spirit realm. On the surface, this story seems fantastical, but it reveals an extraordinary
supposition: cats can traverse the boundaries separating the natural and supernatural
worlds.
What does this phenomenon have to do with divination?
Everything… allow me to explain.
Humans have spent the greater part of the last three millennia refining our skills
of rational thought, specializing in increasingly narrow trades, and learning to live in
“civilized” environments. These labors have made our lives more comfortable in countless
ways. However, this march of “progress” has meant that we have insulated ourselves from
the natural and supernatural worlds. Most modern people revere the forest, but rarely
visit one. Many can’t identify more than Orion’s Belt in the night sky. And even our
spirituality has been confined to air-conditioned buildings at a regularly scheduled time.
We are feeling the strain of this decoupling from our roots in the wider universe. It
causes stress that manifests in a host of maladies, diseases, and disorders, the worst of
which is a feeling of disconnection from each other, nature, and the spirit world. Our
uncertain footing has left us with questions about our health, happiness, and love, which
are all under tremendous pressure. We may feel claustrophobic, that free-will is dead, and
that nihilism reigns. It is easy to slip into depression, as so many have, and feel stifled,
helpless, and hopeless.
Don’t despair. If you step back and breathe, you’ll see that we inhabit an incredible
world of possibilities, a quantum world, in which our individual destinies defy
predictability. With each passing moment, the future unfolds like a delicate flower. We
just need the tools to read the signs and listen to the messengers that provide clarity to
life’s challenges and illuminate the right path forward. Luckily, one of the most powerful
guides to the path of hope and happiness is purring on your lap.
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The White Cat Oracle aims to liberate your future from the tyranny of the modern,
narrow view. By making an effort to connect with the divine aspect of nature, you will see
the power of reorienting your thinking. The divination techniques described herein have
opened the hearts and minds of countless people over the centuries. This is not “fortunetelling” from the movies. An actress isn’t reading a crystal ball and telling you what will
happen. Divination is an organic process. It taps into realms of reality, potentiality, and
the depth of the multi-verse, to inform, instruct, and guide—never dictate. And with this
divination, you will never be alone. Your cat will be your spirit guide the whole way.
As mentioned earlier, the Egyptians believed that cats possessed an extraordinary
power to transcend the barriers of time and space. A cat, according to the ancients, could
move freely between this world and the next. So, of course, cats are privy to knowledge
that most of us have lost the ability to access. It stands to reason that on these journeys
between worlds, cats learn things that remain hidden to humans. Cats can crawl
backstage, if you will, into the clockwork of the Universe in order to gain secret knowledge
from the twilight lands. They can move about and collect information from the timeless,
infinite spaces. Through the White Cat Oracle, you too, will be able to benefit from their
backstage pass.
The ancients also believed that cats could store sunlight and moonlight in their
eyes for use in the dark. Presumably, they would need this ability to hunt rats in the
granaries, but also to navigate the dark realms beyond our imaginations. Modern science
has shown us that cats don’t, in fact, store light in their eyes, but have “mirrors” behind
their retinas that magnify their night vision. I don’t know which is more mystical or
compelling: to store light for the darkest of times, or the ability to magnify and reflect the
tiniest amounts of light in the darkness?
With this instruction book, I intend to dive headlong into the supernatural mystery
and majesty of felines. Cats have much to tell us about this world, the one beyond, and
how our lives intersect with the infinite powers of the Universe. All you need to do is
employ the steps outlined here, open your heart and mind, and listen.
Wishing you peace, happiness, and the best of luck…
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Brief Note on Magic, Mysticism, and Divination
Long ago, the ancients thought little of magic because it was a part of their everyday lives.
Today we conflate magic with “illusion” or “slight-of-hand” performed by an entertainer.
The magic of which I speak, deals with the natural process of change and communication
between all living things great and small. The magician, as I am defining her or him is
someone who chooses to harness their own power to shape their future. Magic emanates
from the core idea that if we respect and listen to the energy that binds and expands the
Universe, we can have a positive impact on our path through life.

How to Use this Book
This book is divided into two parts.
Part 1 provides detailed descriptions of the White Cat Oracle cards, how they are
organized, and guidance on finding their meaning. These cards, are a type of sorilege, or
casting of lots, similar to tarot. However, these are oracle cards, not a Tarot deck. Though
they are similar, this deck has its own internal logic and symbolic systems based on cats.
Part 2 explains several card spreads from simple one-card readings to highly
complex readings involving all of the cards. These spreads are by no means the only
possible ways to read the cards. You may use the cards in your favorite spreads or invent
your own. These cards are not hemmed in to a rigid tradition.
Part 2 also outlines how the cards can be used for self-reflection and personal
growth. A growing body of research shows that Tarot and Oracle cards help reduces stress
and increase happiness in people who use them for self-discovery.

Disclaimer:
Card reading is not an exact science. It is wrought with mystery, misinterpretation, and
error. Please remember to use the cards wisely. We do not condone any use of the
practices and principles in this book that bring harm to anyone or anything—and that
8

includes you. The White Cat Oracle is a benevolent spirit that should guide you in peace
and love along a path to a happier future.
Oracle cards help you to examine potential futures with a critical eye. Just because
something is “predicted” does not mean it will come true. We have free will. The aim
of any divination is to grant insight so that you can think about the path your life is on
and try to learn how to navigate through it. That does not mean you should always choose
the “easy” path, or the “better” path. Who’s to say any path is better than the other? The
idea to use experience in conjunction with intuition to help us live the best possible lives
Divination or the practice of what might be labelled the occult, is not some demonic
practice, but rather a part of a broad, ancient set of traditions that are benevolent, healthy,
and empowering.
Keep in mind that card reading should never be your only method for making life
decisions, especially owing to its mysterious nature. Readings should always be weighed
with all the facts of your circumstances and advice from those whose counsel you trust.
Take care. Be good. Do no harm. Love each other. And may you find good luck, good
health, and happiness.
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Part I: The White Cat Oracle Cards
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Chapter 1: Three Desires
When inquiring about their lives, people are most interested in three things: Health,
Happiness, and Love… in that order. I don’t think it’s an accident that this trio of desires
tops the list. These are the things that make life worth living. These are the goals we have
for ourselves and others. If I were to add a fourth, I bet you could guess what it is? That’s
right: Wealth. You might wonder why wealth doesn’t top the list. Why have the other three
pushed it down to fourth place? Although wealth is important, it is a tool, not a goal in
and of itself (for most normal people). We can be healthy, happy, and in love with
enough money. And we all know miserable, rich people. Wealth is no guarantee for
attaining a life full of health, happiness, or love.
In this chapter we’ll examine how health, happiness, and love play an important
role within the White Cat Oracle.

Health
People recognize that health can be capricious and fleeting. We all know someone who’s
developed chronic pain. It might even be you. I have a friend with migraines. When they
strike, her whole life comes to a screeching halt. The pain makes it difficult to focus.
Sometimes she can’t even move. She’s tried different medicines, but they don’t always
work. Her situation always reminds me to grateful for my health. Her condition is genetic,
and if not for the “luck” of my family history, her fate could be mine.
As a society, we struggle with developing habits that foster good health. We deprive
ourselves of sleep, we don’t exercise enough, we engage in dangerous and destructive
behaviors, and we eat too much of the wrong foods. Some of us are serious about health
and we’re making changes to our behaviors, but it’s hard with our hectic, stressed lives.
Even those of us who mean well, often fall short. I know I do.
But even for those of us who “do everything right” there is the factor of luck. I could
still get hit by a bus tomorrow, or experience the onset of a genetic disease. These things
would be out of my control.
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One day you’re feeling great, and the next you could receive a devastating
diagnosis. We are haunted by the specter of degenerative diseases. We worry about
Alzheimer’s and cancer. The thought of your life slowly dripping away is terrifying. Those
of us who have witnessed this process feel gratitude for our health, but wonder when and
if it will be our turn.
We also know that a life changing accident could lurk around the corner. Each
year, about two million Americans suffer an injury serious enough to require medical
attention. A friend of mine tells me, “I’m not afraid of getting killed in a traffic accident;
I’m afraid of surviving and living the rest of my life in a hospital bed.”
You can see why wishing for good health is so common. There are aspects of it we
can control though diet, exercise, and spiritual practice, but there are also aspects having
to do with genetics and luck. We should resolve to live happily no matter what happens.
Research shows that people who live through life altering health events, such as serious
illness or loss of a limb, go through a period of depression. However, after about six
months, they return to their previous happiness level. We should take heart in that fact.
We are resilient. We recover.
When you learn about health through the White Cat Oracle, you should put it in its
proper context. Appreciate what health you have, do what you can to feel better in mind
and body, and don’t let your health get in the way of living your life as best you can.

Happiness
A deep, sustaining happiness that is more profound and lasting than temporal pleasure
can withstand the onslaught of setbacks, including poor health and loss of love. I’ve heard
happiness described as a warm feeling. But happiness is more than a physical
manifestation. It has an emotional and spiritual component.
Happiness is a state of conscious well-being. It comes from finding your own path
instead of taking the one forced upon you. It is finding people who love you. It is losing
yourself in meaningful activities (which can include work) that stimulate you. It is
focusing a purpose outside yourself and becoming a part of something greater. People
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find happiness in deep relationships, working with a good cause, or doing work that helps
others.
The word happy comes into English from the word hap, meaning fortune or luck.
It seems counter-intuitive that luck and happiness would be wound together. However, it
makes a lot of sense, when you think about it. Happiness takes its roots with fortune, with
luck, with how we decide to live our lives. Our luck can change and we can become
unhappy (you can also read: unlucky). However, through gratitude, empathy, and the
pursuit of meaning, we can attain long-term happiness in spite of the turbulent fortunes
of any given moment. In other words, your luck can change for the worse, and you can
suffer a spate of unhappiness, but in the long run, your overall happiness depends more
on your outlook than any play of the cards. Keep that in mind as you read your fortunes.

Love
Here, we’re talking about romantic, soul-mate love. The kind of love that we see in movies
and read about in books. People crave the love of someone who will stay with them until
the end of time.
Romantic love is a paradox of sorts. We want it, but we don’t want to work for it.
To find love, one has to move out of his or her comfort zone and choose to be authentic.
Like health or happiness, we wish to have it without seeking and sacrificing. You have to
do the work. First, you have to look inside yourself and get your emotional house in order.
You have to be able to engage in mature, unconditional love. Second, you have to take the
time to find another person who is capable of unconditional love, as well. Lots of people
quit here because the search is hard. Third, you have to say “yes” to this person every time
you see them. And they have to say “yes” to you. And by “yes,” I’m not talking about sex.
I’m talking about saying yes to the experience—to the commitment of being present.
When one party is finished and says “no,” the relationship has to recalibrate until you get
to “yes” or the relationship will end (whether you break up or not). Many people continue
after one or both parties have started to say “no.” These are those loveless relationships
you see all the time. It is over, but the couple can’t admit it, or won’t do the work to get
the relationship back on track. The next step goes hand in hand with the last one. You
13

have to have the courage to be vulnerable and open. This is easy to say, but hard to do.
You have to be honest and have difficult conversations. If you do all these things right,
you can achieve deep intimacy with this other person. Here is where romantic love
resides. It is open, vulnerable, unconditional. You can dream and be your authentic self
without fear. With this power, you can conquer all.
We all say romantic love is a myth. It is the exception that proves the rule. It is the
outlier in the data. We don’t get to have it because it is too rare. But that is wrong thinking.
If you believe. If you want it. If you put in the work, you will find it. And once you do, you
have to cultivate it so it will flourish, spread, and blossom.

Health, Happiness, and Love in the White Cat Oracle
In fortune telling and oracles, you may hear that “love is around the corner,” and other
such things. Do not misinterpret these predictions. the White Cat Oracle is about showing
you the way, wiping away the fog, and helping you to see the signs. When a predication of
health, happiness, or love (and when you boil them all down, all the fortunes and oracles
in this system are about health, happiness, love, or all three at the same time.) comes out,
you do not just sit back and wait for the good fortune to roll over you. (Remember free
will?) You are still responsible for focusing or jumping out of the way. It is a call to action.
If you want the things that are predicted, then you have to put in the work. It is time to
follow your heart and become an active participant in your own future.
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Chapter 2: The Suits
Some people believe the odds are even when it comes to good and bad luck. Like the
infamous villain from Batman comics, Harvey Dent, they feel that we might as well flip a
coin to make decisions. But imagine if that situation were true. Imagine that half of all
your decisions resulted in a bad outcome, or if half of everything that happened caused
hardship and heartache. Life would be too tragic to take.
In a normal day, you actually succeed most of the time, not half the time. You wake
up without error (more often than not). You don’t slip in the shower every other day.
Chances are that you’ve successfully operated the toaster without electrocution 100% of
the time. And, though you may have been involved in a fender-bender or two during your
life, you don’t wreck in the course of every other trip.
I could go on.
The White Cat Oracle is predicated on the fact that good luck far outweighs bad
luck. Like cats, we defy danger and probability all the time. The cat may have nine lives,
but we can reinvent ourselves frequently in order to find our destiny. Almost all of our
decisions and brushes with chance turn out well in the long run, even though it doesn’t
always seem that way. We fixate on the times when luck abandons us and so attribute too
much power to them. We often forget that the times that try our souls with setbacks and
misfortune, are, in fact, the catalysts necessary for us to learn important lessons, grow,
and become the people we are destined to be.
The cards reflect this attitude regarding good vs. bad luck. As a result, the cards
are neither lucky nor unlucky. That doesn’t mean it’s all happy rainbows. Some of the
cards will give warnings or cast a shadow over what is to come. However, those cards
always come with a lesson, a warning, or a reminder not to fall victim to greed, hubris,
tyranny, cowardice, or wrath. In addition, just because you get a “negative” card, does not
mean a bad thing will happen. These are Oracle Cards, after all. They do not predict, so
much as offer a glimpse at a possible future. Remember how the ancient Egyptians
thought that cats could move between this world and the realm beyond? (see
Introduction) When examining your circumstances, the White Cat Oracle taps into
hidden worlds, the mysterious realm beyond the event horizon, parallel universes, and
15

what have you. If your reading tells you things you consider less than auspicious, you
should keep in mind that the oracle is revealing possible events and situations, not a set
future. Just because things have the potential to happen doesn’t mean that they will. We
have the ability to change course. We are not slaves to fate. What you do with the
information you learn from the oracle is up to you. And that is the power of the White Cat
Oracle, the power to glimpse into the mystery and use that information to create the
future you desire.

Organization of the Deck
The deck consists of 55 cards. There are Six Suit cards that are the namesake of each suit:
Lions, Tigers, Jaguars, Kittens, Sphinx, Chimeras. These cards are not numbered, though
they are essentially the ninth card in that suit. There are eight numbered cards in each
suit, or forty-eight numbered cards total. The six suit cards and the forty-eight numbered
cards add up to 54 (Which adds up to 9—an important number for cats). When the White
Cat Oracle (WCO) card is combined with the others, the total number in the deck becomes
55. This total number represents the balance of the two human hands with five digits.
Each hand, by itself is odd, but together they are even and create the basis of our
numbering system. They also add up to 10, which represents the end of one cycle and the
beginning of another.
The WCO is a special card, akin to a wild card that can throw the whole system
back upon itself. It belongs to no suit, and all suits. If it were assigned a number it could
be the zero or ten card in any suit. It is no coincidence that the WCO card is the ten card
and the deck is 5+5=10.

Why Six Suits?
The deck is based on thirds. There are nine cards per suit, six suits, and three cadres (we’ll
discuss cadres later in this chapter), or groups of numbered cards. Thus, the reason for
six suits is two-fold. First of all, six represents completeness, so the suits are complete at
six. In mathematics, six is considered a perfect number. A perfect number is one whose
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divisors add up the number. For example, 1+2+3=6. Other perfect numbers are: 28
(1+2+4+7+14=28), 496, and 8128.

Why Nine Cards per Suit?
Each suit is comprised of eight numbered cards and one suit card. This subdivision is
significant. It occurs because eight is the number of harmony, balance, and infinity. The
ninth card is unnumbered to emphasize this fact. The ninth card, the suit’s namesake is
also known as the Mystic card (see below) and considered a special card because it
governs the whole suit. Though it remains un-numbered, it is the ninth card.
Nine has the amazing quality of being a number made of three thirds (that’s where
the 3 cadres come from). Nine is also the last number in many numbering systems before
the system changes to a new series (In Arabic numerals, ten is represented with two
digits.). In various traditions, nine is the number of Magic and a Sacred number. Because
it is the last number before a system change, it is considered a number for Completion,
Fulfillment, and Destiny. Nine is the number of Intuition, Philanthropy, and Selfsacrifice. Nine lies beyond eight, which is often associated with infinity, so nine embodies
Wisdom, Perfectionism, and Vision. Nine is optimistic, holding at its core High ideals,
and Leadership. Nine is the Number of heaven, and so represents spiritual matters. Nine
reproduces itself when multiplied. Most importantly, cats have nine lives. The White Cat
Oracle number system holds nine and its multiples to be sacred for this reason.
The overall structure is thus:
9 cards to a suit
6 suits
3 cadres, or roles
1 White Cat Oracle (that represents 0 or 10)
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The Six Suits
Each suit symbolizes six major domains of domestic cats, Felis Catus. The suits are
Lions, Tigers, Jaguars, Kittens, Sphinx, and Chimeras. You’ll notice that the suits are
mostly big cats and mythical creatures. These distinctions are important for they
aggregate the domestic cats under a powerful, aspirational umbrella.

The Three Cadres Explained

Cadre the Third: Enlightenment:
The Mystic (9), Alchemist (8), Scholar (7)
The first Cadre of cards are identified with Mystics, Alchemists, and Scholars. The
Enlightenment saw the convergence of all three in a moment of great cultural, religious,
and academic upheaval. Science had burst upon the scene with new discoveries, including
the New World in the Americas.

The Mystic (9)
The Suit card is also the Mystic card. The Mystic symbolizes the relationship between
the natural world and the preternatural one. Here is where magic and myth live in order
to guide our restless spirits and connect us to a greater truth.
Key Words: Peace, spirituality, transitions, communication with the spirit realm,
eternity, purity, epiphany, transcendent sex, redemption, inspiration, spiritual
relationships
Number 9: Widsom, Leads to the new cycle, Nine lives, Number of Magic., Sacred
number, Completion and Fulfillment, Destiny, Intuition, Philanthropy, Self-sacrifice,
Wisdom, Perfectionism, Visionary, Optimism, High ideals, Number of heaven, Nine
reproduces itself when multiplied
18

The Alchemist (8)
Alchemists spent the middle ages trying to turn lead into gold through various chemical
transformations. Though they failed in their pursuit of creating precious metals, the work
of the modern alchemist is to transform oneself into something new. The Alchemist is
about transformation and reaching into infinity. How do we enter heaven, nirvana, or any
other spiritual realm? That is the work of the Alchemists.
Key Words: Balancing, synthesis, transformation, metamorphosis, ends and beginnings,
transcendent emotional relationships
Number 8. Harmony, balance, infinity

The Scholar (7)
The Scholars were the emergent heroes of the Enlightenment. And when they teamed up
with the Merchants they became the inheritors of the modern world. Together, they lured
the Knights (warrior class) away from the nobles to establish a powerful alliance. The
scholars are all about introspection, luck, and planning.
Key Words: Strategic, patience, introspection, education, learning, teaching, analysis,
eloquence, logic, melancholy, looking to the past for patterns and insight, transcendent
intellectual relationships
Number 7 Perfection, Safety, Rest, Security, Colors of the rainbow, Focus, Inability to
see things through
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Cadre the Second: Profiteers:
Knight (6), Merchant (5), Pirate (4)
This is a group that has been seen at times as putting their own enrichment above the
needs of society. By the 15th century, the Knights, Merchants, and Pirates had formed an
interesting ecosystem. Merchants were opening new markets with the backing of national
militaries (new knight class). Pirates preyed on the merchants and traded on informal
markets outside the rule of law and taxation.

The Knight (6)
The knight pledges his loyalty to a noble to fight for causes righteous (and not so
righteous). The Code of Chivalry was imposed on the class of knights to reduce the amount
of banditry, extortion, rape, and soldier-of-fortuning that had become the reality of being
a knight. Over time, knights ceased to serve kings and popes and switched their allegiance
to the rising merchant class. Instead of protecting the manor from pillage by foreign
armies, the knight class became the protectors of trade and the eliminators of competitors
and native populations in the service of wealth.
Key Words: Fire, all to action, movement, novelty, chivalry, perseverance, sportsman,
romantic love, courage, sacred quests, protector of pilgrims, champion of the weak,
pride
Number 6: Beauty, completeness, God created everything in 6 days.

The Merchant (5)
Merchants were seen as “traffickers.” In fact, the term merchant comes from the Latin,
“mercer” meaning to traffic. Merchants were a class of people that put profit above loyalty,
honesty, or human suffering. Merchants will equate the selling of spices and dishes with
20

the selling of human beings… so long as profit is involved. On the other hand, benevolent
merchants create wealth and contribute to the establishment of democratic societies.
Key Words: Worldly, status quo, rules, material wealth, pursuit of pleasure, deal maker,
partnership, planning, domination, opening new markets, gluttony, selfishness,
egotism, narcissism
Number 5. Commerce, Five senses, Peace, Harmony, vulnerability

The Pirates (4)
Pirates fly no flag of a nation-state. In many ways, the pirate is a more noble profession
than being a merchant for the pirate makes no excuses for his actions and pretends to
take no oaths of fidelity to king, country, or god. The pirate is fiercely independent and
unpredictable. He or she is the embodiment of the pursuit of freedom.
Key Words: Independence, carefree, liberation, overthrow, adventurous sex, tricky,
inciting fear, discovery, adventure, indulgence
Number 4 Stability, Order, justice, Four points of the compass, Seasons, phases of the
moon, Material goods, immaturity

Cadre the First: Folk
Craftsman (3), Yeoman (2), Commoner(1)
Throughout history, civilization has rested on the shoulders of the class of the common
folk. Although the pyramids, the great European cathedrals, the Great Wall of China, to
name a few, were built for the aggrandizement of the ruling class, they were built by the
regular folks. The people who do all the work and get none of the glory are the Craftsmen,
the Yeomen, and the Commoners.
21

The Craftsmen (3)
Craftsmen are highly skilled workers who proved indispensable in the creation of any
lasting human accomplishment. These are the people who dedicate their lives to the
pursuit of perfection, who elevate mere labor to art. They are members of the class of
commoners and the class of merchants and can easily move between the two.
Key Words: Skillful, talented, practiced, expert, quality, cooperation, reputation, rule,
making, organizing, justice,
Number 3 Good fortune, The number of the triangle, the cornerstone of geometric
figures and the symbol of carpenters, Harmony, Understanding, The number of cycles
such as beginning, middle end/ birth, life, death…, Third time’s the charm, Often groups
are divided into three classes.

The Yeoman (2)
Yeomen are farmers and freeholders. They are not as highly skilled as the Craftsman, and
they don’t have the protections of the guilds, but often organize themselves into
cooperatives to share tools, labor, information, and to bargain for better prices on the
open market. As a property owner, yeoman had voting rights in the world’s earliest
republics. The class of yeomen were revered and celebrated in ancient Rome as the seat
of true power. In peace, yeomen were expected to feed the country and elect leaders. In
times of war, they supplied the soldiery, who went back to their farms when the enemy
was expelled. It wasn’t until the imperial period that a professional, paid military was
commissioned and the freeholders fell into decline. Many historians feel that this
transition ultimately sowed the seeds of Rome’s demise.
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Key Words: Compassion, striving, jovial, temperance, cooperation, frugality,
responsibility, discretion, following
Number 2. Partnership (pair), Good things come in pairs, Conflict and opposition
(opposites: day/night, light dark, etc), Division, judgement

The Commoners (1)
Commoner (Plebeian) are not meant to be taken as low or vulgar. They are simply the
people without title and without property. As they say, the victors write history. It is also
true that history is written by the educated class, which has traditionally been the
nobles. Often the knights and merchants didn’t even have enough education and, more
importantly, leisure time, to write history. Thus, you can see why those without land or
title are depicted poorly. But the reality is that the backbone of any society rests on the
class of common folk. So, don’t fall into the trap of thinking that the commoner cards
are bad or lowly. To the contrary, the common people are the heart and soul of any
society. They constitute the masses that make festivals interesting, sing in the chorus,
and fuel the engines of commerce, war, and everything in between. As a collective, they
can rise up and overthrow their overlords at any time. Respect the Commoner cards.
They are quiet, solid, always there, always true.
Key Words: Children, common person, power in numbers, everyday situations, details,
mindfulness of the common, love, beginnings, sacrifice, sickness, poverty
Number 1 Leadership, Strength, Individuality, Willpower, capacity to achieve goals, The
beginning of the new cycle, Humbleness
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Transition Cards
The number 3, 6, and 9 cards are Transition Cards that move between the cadres. The 3
card (Craftsman) can move between the Commoner and Profiteer Cadres. The 6 card
(the Knight), can socialize with the Enlighted Cadre and the Profiteer Cadres. The 9, the
Mystic, reaches beyond the Cadres altogether into the spirit realm and can interact with
all the other suits.

A Cadre Unto Itself: The White Cat Oracle Card (WCO)
The White Cat Oracle Card belongs to no suit and belongs to all suits. (see Chapter 6)
Key Words: wholeness, completion, success, reward, opportunity, return to source,
infinity, fire, water, wind, earth, random, quantum
Number 0 or 10, the beginning, the end, the closed loop, déjà vu, resurrection, life,
death, transmigration, infinity
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Chapter 3: The Individual Cards
Below you will find individual descriptions for each card classified by Suit, Cadre, and
Number. When doing a reading, consult the broad definitions of the suits, cadres, and
numbers to include in the information about the cards.
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Pride of Lions

As you would expect, the Lions constitute the first suit. These cats are noble, if not
prideful. These are the cats who hold their tails high and take orders from no one. These
cats follow their own path and are staunchly independent. They make thing happen and
have strong personalities. However, if they are not careful, they can tend toward selfimportance and narcissism.
Although lions are mighty hunters (especially the females), they gather half of their
food from scavenging, which makes them cunning and resourceful. Lions command the
top of the food chain, even putting pressure on humans in their environment. Sleeping a
lot during the day and restless during the night, lions may prowl, but do so in style. Most
cultures regard them as strong and noble, often referred to as the king (and queen) of the
beasts. Lions are native to Africa, one of the oldest, most diverse, and interesting
continents. Often, lions are associated with the sun, and the manes of male lions, resemble
coronas or halos that solidify our association.
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Lions
Suit: Pride of Lions
Cadre: Mystic
Number: (9)
Description:
The Lions represent all that is best and worse in the
suit. The card pictures a male and female lion. The
Male is looking straight at the viewer. He is asserting
his dominance and sending a challenge… or is he? His
gaze is benevolent, almost charming. His powerful
paws reach beyond the border of the card as if to alert
you that he could pounce at any moment. The female
is more pensive, standing guard, watching the periphery for danger or opportunity.
Together they make a mighty pair. They stand at the edge of the tall grass where safety
meets the dangers of the savanna. More importantly, they and stepping outside the box
the challenge the world and the status quo.
This is the card of power, love, and pride. This card magnifies whatever it touches
because it is the highest card in the highest suit. This card is a good omen for those
inquiring about spirituality, love, or success. But be careful, power can turn to tyranny,
love can fade to hate, and pride can become narcissism. The lion must guard against the
temptations of darkness.
Key words:
pride, power, love, jealousy, protection, transcendence, spirit, happiness, courage,
tyranny, narcissism.
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The Seeker
Suit: Pride of Lions
Cadre: Alchemist
Number: 8
Description:
The Seeker’s eyes are fixed on the road ahead,
though he or she may not know exactly where she
is headed. The Seeker is on a spiritual quest for
answers and sometimes, even the questions. A
true seeker is inquisitive and open-minded, ready
to pounce on the right idea or dash down the best
path.
In this image, the cat is travelling down a well-worn, tree lined road. Every journey
begins in this manner. But soon, she will need to find her own way. Up ahead, she will
encounter a barrier, a danger, a guru, or all three. At that point, she’ll be faced with
difficult choices. She should not let fear make those decisions for her. And she knows not
to shy away from the difficult decision because it is in the hard decisions that she finds
her spiritual and moral core. She needs to use her heart, her gut, and her head to find a
way forward… most likely on a new, less travelled path.
The danger to the Seeker comes from letting fear prevent her from taking one of
the smaller paths that shoot off from the main road, or getting so caught up in the
excitement of the journey that she gets lost.
Key words:
persistence, curiosity, challenge, fortitude, wisdom, risk, journey, new, travel, courage
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Solitude
Suit: Pride of Lions
Cadre: Scholar
Number: 7

Description:
This card pictures The Solitary Ca. He has his back
turned to you, so you can’t see his face. It is difficult
to know how he’s feeling. Although his back is to you,
he is gazing at a tree, a river and a distant mountain
range. He could be contemplating how to cross the
river or climb the mountain, or he could be thinking
of none of those things. The cat of solitude keeps his own counsel. He is thoughtful, but
sometimes takes that to extremes to his own detriment. He needs to learn to open up
more and let the people who care about him take care of him. Dependence is not a sign of
weakness, though he thinks it is.
Don’t mistake solitude for loneliness. He is not lonely. He knows how to be with
himself and is never bored when alone. He understands that introspection is a healthy
part of any spiritual practice. In fact, solitude seems to give him a fresh perspective again.
Solitude, learning to be alone with your thoughts, is a wonderful thing. However,
you must guard against going too far into the wilderness for too long. Those mountains
can get cold if you are alone and the river rapids can overcome someone who thinks he
can do everything by himself.
Key Words:
peace, quiet, solitude, spirit, loneliness, contemplations, yearning, inner peace,
development, hard work, wilderness
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The Protector
Suit: Pride of Lions
Cadre: Knight
Number: 6
Description:
The Protector card symbolizes that deep, instinctual
need to protect people and things closest to you. This
is not mercenary protection or ego-centric fighting.
The Protector will fight to the death if necessary for
the good of the helpless. In the image, a mother
fiercely defends her blind, helpless kittens. Back off,
leave us be, she warns with her teeth and hiss.
A mother does not go out looking for a fight, but if provoked or backed into a
corner, look out! If you see this card, you need to think about what you are protecting.
Have you dug in your heels to fight for foolhardy ideals? Have you become an intractable
ideologue? Is your fight worth it? If you are not defending the defenseless, maybe you are
on the wrong side. The Protector asks you to evaluate your role in conflict. Why are you
fighting, when you should be caregiving instead?
Key words:
Fight, conflict, protection, warning, home, love, defense, ideals, morals

30

The Hoarder
Suit: Pride of Lions
Cadre: Merchant
Number: 5
Description:
The Hoarder is that cat that comes around and
claims your things simply for the sake of
possession. The cat pictured on the card has put
his paw on a pen. Pens make wonderful toys for
cats. But that is all. A cat may play with a pen, but
he can’t access its true power; thus, this kind of
hoarding is a folly. The cat should relinquish the
pen to its rightful owner… one who can write
eloquent arguments that can change the world.
The Hoarder card asks, “what you are hoarding?” Do you cling to things that have
no use to you? If they are useful to someone else, perhaps you should give the item to that
person. This card reminds us of the story about the two monks on the muddy road. They
came to a young woman in clean silk robes who needed to cross the road. One monk
carried her across the road. The two monks went about their journey. Hours later the
second monk said to the first, “You shouldn’t have touched that girl.” The first monk
replied. “I put her down hours ago. Why are you still carrying her?”
Key Words:
hoarding, clinging, jealousy, pettiness, letting go, stinginess, sharing, giving,
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The Stalker
Suit: Pride of Lions
Cadre: Pirate
Number: 4
Description:
The Stalker crouches as low as she can go. She is
both trying to become invisible to her prey and
tightening her body like a spring in order to pounce.
In the picture, the stalker is inside a building, so
presumably she has found a household pest… or a
playmate.
Stalking takes time and patience. If you take
too long or make too much noise, your prey will see you and escape. This lesson is a
universal lesson. Even if you are not a small, carnivorous feline, when pursuing any
endeavor, you must be careful in your approach. Go too fast or too slow and your goal
may elude you. Experience, patience, and a calm demeanor can win the day. The Stalker
card reminds us that dreams, like dinner to a hunter, may prove difficult to catch. Stay
with it. And if it escapes this time, you may go hungry. But that’s fine. Tomorrow you’ll
get another chance.
Key Words:
patience, wisdom, practice, careful, cunning, slow, intuition, chance

32

The Birder
Suit: Pride of Lions
Cadre: Craftsman
Number: 3
Description:
The beautiful, red bird rises over the hedge like a
phoenix. The Birder watches it take to the sky. Has
he been stalking it or simply watching? We do not
know from the picture. We also don’t know if he’ll
pursue it. Next to him is a grasshopper. It would
make easy prey for the cat, but it doesn’t taste as
good, nor is it as filling. Will the Birder go for the
easy catch or wait for another try at the brilliant
bird? This is always the question in life.
The Birder is reminiscent of the old proverb, “A bird in hand is worth two in the
bush.” Do you make the easy choice? What do you really want? Are you willing to sacrifice
today for something better tomorrow? But if you pass up the easy goal today, will the
harder one even come back tomorrow? This card raises more questions than it answers
about your goals and dreams.
Key Words:
studying, choices, decisions, practice, skill, economics, time, effort, success, failure,
second chances
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The Tail Held High
Suit: Pride of Lions
Cadre: Yeoman
Number: 2
Description:
A happy cat walks with her tail high and slightly
crooked at the end. It looks as if this cat lives in a
plush palace and wants for nothing. When you are
happy, it feels good to show it. Just be careful not
to flaunt your good fortune or take things for
granted.
Anything could happen tomorrow and all your
worldly wealth could disappear. If that happens, do
you have an abundance of deep relationships to see you through? Money may come and
go, but true wealth is measure in the quality of your relationships to others and yourself.
True happiness comes from within. The Tail Held High card could just as well be drawn
in the poorest alley. The cat would look the same. Would you look the same no matter the
setting?
Key Words:
happiness, health, abundance, contentment, gratitude, fortune, wealth
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The One-Eyed Pugilist
Suit: Pride of Lions
Cadre: Commoner:
Number: 1
Description:
The Pugilist makes a living from fighting. This
scrappy character has lost an eye in one of his many
fights. He’s seen life from all sides: the good, the bad,
and the indifferent. Hopefully, he has learned a few
lessons along the way. The Pugilist is a warning:
don’t end up like him, battered and bewildered.
Everything doesn’t have to be a fight. There are
better ways to get what you need. You may be feeling
embattled, that everyone is out to get you, that you are exploited by others. If that is true,
the question becomes, “what are you going to do about it?” Will you fight yet another
battle, or will you try a different tactic? As the saying goes, “it is easier to catch flies with
honey than vinegar.” Perhaps applying a gentler approach will yield better results this
time.
You may have lost one eye along the way, but you still have one left. Time to open
it to the possibilities.
Key Words:
Struggle, conflict, wisdom, hope, character, toughness, grit, fatigue, change
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Ambush of Tigers

The suit of tigers consists of cats who watch and wait, but also conquer. These cats are
less prideful and more practical that the lions. They are less likely to swagger and boast,
and more likely to prove themselves with action.
Tigers are the largest of the cat species (larger on average than lions). They are
both solitary like jaguars, but social like lions. As such, they make a great transition
between the two. Because of their size, they require large ranges to support them. They
are the top of the food chain in their ecosystem, striking fear into any humans who dare
to live in their hunting grounds. One unique tendency among tigers, is their love for
relaxing in water. Tigers have been symbolized as powerful Earth spirts, but also as
symbols of war and anger. In some Asian cultures, the concept of the werewolf finds its
corollary in the weretiger. Their natural habitat is Europe and Asia, continents of forests
and mountains, rivers and snow.
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Tigers
Suit: Ambush of Tigers
Cadre: Mystic
Number: (9)
Description:
Tigers are larger than life, larger than lions, in fact.
They look like cuddly Tabby cats, but they are
strong and dangerous. Both solitary and social,
tigers are always surrounded by mystery and
legend. In folk stories they care for lost people in
the forest, protect villages from evil spirits, bring
fertility, and ferry the dead into the great beyond.
Both feared and worshipped, tigers embody
the Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde in all of us. The image
on the card fills the frame, close up and personal. The Tiger stares into your eyes. It wants
to read your soul. Careful when you encounter the tiger. Its deep eyes may hypnotize you.
It comes in the night as protector and killer. Their majesty is on full display if you dare to
engage, but always be careful, no matter how much you think you have tamed the tiger, it
is still wild at heart. It can’t be caged or domesticated. Tigers in captivity have been known
to kill a beloved owner after a long, loving relationship.
If you understand that you can never understand the tiger, you can reap great
rewards. But if you let your ego think you are in charge, the tiger my strike with deadly
consequences.
Key Words:
Love, mystery, solitude, danger, cunning, duality, courage, strength, wild, untamed,
majesty, beauty
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The Night Prowler
Suit: Ambush of Tigers
Cadre: Alchemist
Number: 8
Description:
The Night Prowler moves in the shadows and keeps
many secrets. She is mysterious and smart. She
observes everything while patrolling and guarding
that information. She slips in and out of sight. One
minute you spot her, the next she has vanished. If
you try to follow, she’ll give you the slip. No one is
allowed to know where she really lives.
The card shows the Night Prowler the second
before she disappears. In the background are seven stars, which represent protection
from evil forces. The crescent moon provides enough light to see, but not too much to be
seen. The crescent can symbolize fertility, growth, and good fortune. Together, the moon
and stars make eight celestial bodies that make up the infinite depth of the night sky.
The Night Prowler may indicate that you hold secrets or someone is withholding
information from you. Secrets, in and of themselves, are not bad, and the card does not
mean that the mystery or hidden aspects of your life are ominous. In fact, some secrets
are best revealed slowly or at the right time. And when the truth is finally known, it can
be beautiful.
Key Words:
secrets, shadows, intelligence, hidden, treasure, night, moon, stars,
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The Watcher
Suit: Ambush of Tigers
Cadre: Scholar
Number: 7
Description:
The Watcher prefers to understand what is
happening before getting involved. This cat is
pictured examining you from serval angles. The
Watcher knows that there are more than two sides
to every story and that any picture is worth more
than 1000 words. The Watcher likes to roll ideas
around and ponder and run scenarios in his head
before acting. This is good advice when a situation
is complex. However, sometimes the Watcher suffers analysis paralysis and fails to act in
a timely manner and loses out on exciting opportunities.
The question to ask now: Have you been too impulsive? Do you need to back off
and watch and listen? Or Is the time for analysis over, and it’s time to make a decision?
Only you know the answer. Gather your facts. Follow your gut, listen to your heart, take
advice from your head and live your life.
Key Words:
observation, learning, education, intelligence, listening, waiting, patience, analysis, data
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The Conqueror
Suit: Ambush of Tigers
Cadre: Knight
Number: 6
Description:
When you get up from your favorite chair, that’s
when the Conqueror strikes. She moves in and
takes what she wants. When you come back, she
refuses to yield. You have two options. Displace
her or go sit somewhere else. Look at the table
next to her. You’ll see a statuette. It’s the falconheaded god, Horus, son of Isis and Osiris. His
brother, Set, kills their father. Horus returns from
exile to reclaim the throne from Set after many challenges. In the battles with Set, he
loses an eye. The Eye of Horus is a symbol of royal power and protection.
The Conqueror, by nature implies conflict. She has taken what you perceive as
yours. Or perhaps you have taken something from someone else. Either way, a cycle of
revenge can start unless the parties can find a suitable compromise.
Remember those two options? Well, you know there are always more than two;
maybe it’s time to try a third, fourth, or even fifth option. This card favors those who are
bold.
Key Words:
Assertiveness, jealousy, conquering, commanding, control, bossy, direction, taking,
sharing,
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The Hisser
Suit: Ambush of Tigers
Cadre: Merchant
Number: 5
Description:
The Hisser is surprised and cornered. He doesn’t
know how he got in this situation. He wishes he
could flee, but it’s too late. The only option he sees
is to stand his ground and either convince you to
back off, or reluctantly fight.
We can find ourselves in this situation even
when we try to avoid it. It’s a desperate position.
You may be outnumbered, out-matched, or even
out-smarted. You have been blind-sided by a situation you didn’t see coming or a friend
who has betrayed you.
What will you do? Your first reaction is to hiss, but this may only escalate the
situation and make things worse. You want a short-term solution, something that will
relieve the fear and pain happening right now. But is that the best course of action? You
could win this battle and still lose the war. A cat has no choice, but hiss. He has few options
for communication. You, however, can make different choices. Read the situation, defend
against the worst-case scenario, and make an unexpected move that just may let you
escape without a fight, or better yet, turn an enemy into a friend.
Key Words:
Fear, anger, surprise, defense, threatening, choices,
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The Scoundrel
Suit: Ambush of Tigers
Cadre: Pirate
Number: 4
Description:
The Scoundrel is willfully disobedient. He is pictured
here, knocking your goblet off the table while you
watch. He knows he shouldn’t do it but does it
anyway. What is his motivation? He seems spiteful,
but is he?
In the background, a painting of the god, Set,
adorns the wall. Set was the son of Isis and Osiris. He
killed his father, Osiris, in order to take control of Egypt. He has the head of an
unidentifiable animal—speculated to be anything from a jackal to an anteater to a
monster. Set embodies chaos and the irrational. His brother, Horus, eventually avenges
his father by defeating Set and setting the world back into stability and order.
The Scoundrel may or may not know the reason for his actions. And sometimes it’s
not important why someone does something, but what we do next. When chaos enters
your life, or when people or circumstances defy your will, or when it seems the whole
world has become irrational, don’t despair. You may never be able to understand all the
factors that led to this moment. All that matters now is how you respond. You can’t change
others, but you can change how you react.
Key Words:
rebellion, disobedience, chaos, turmoil, spite, rules, order, unpredictability, irrationality
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The Chanteur
Suit: Ambush of Tigers
Cadre: Craftsman
Number: 3
Description:
The Chanteur belts out a song into the night sky.
He’ll sing if he has an audience of thousands or just
a couple of stars and the moon. In the image, the
moon is waxing crescent. In other words, it has
passed through total darkness, and is now budding,
growing in strength and intensity, much like our
lone singer. The Chanteur loves to sing, and as he
sings, his voice, like the moon, gets stronger and
more confident. This bravado can overwhelm or annoy some. People don’t always
appreciate the raw expression of joy, especially when they are feeling less than joyful
themselves. In spite of opposition, the Chanteur persists. He can’t be silenced. He has a
message to share, and so do you.
The Chanteur card signifies that a long period of silence is over. It is time to come
out of your shell. You’ve been practicing (like a Craftsman) by yourself in the darkness for
long enough. Come into the light. Share your gifts. It is time to grow in confidence and
find your voice.
Key Words:
happiness, beauty, music, sharing, announcement, communication, passion, art, love,
expression, emotion, confidence, growth
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The Mouser
Suit: Ambush of Tigers
Cadre: Yoeman
Number: 2
Description:
The Mouser has just caught a rodent by the tail.
The mouse symbolizes thievery and disease. It is
no coincidence that the Mouser has captured the
mouse in the bathroom, between a bowl of
cleansing water and a stack of fresh towels because
the Mouser symbolizes the cleansing power
within. The mouse’s cheeks are full of stolen food
and has dropped another morsel on the floor. The
Mouser is the vigilant guardian who roots out threats to the home by those who would
damage it.
It is theorized that the long relationship between humans and cats began when
humans realized the potential health benefits to keeping cats. In turn, cats were happy to
help in exchange for a steady food supply and a safe place to sleep.
The Mouser is an omen of good health and prosperity to come if you recognize the
threats and deal with them. If you are not a good mouser, you may need to rely upon
someone else for that help. If so, be sure to take care of that relationship. If you supply
safety and comfort, your mouser will remain your loyal protector.
Key Words:
Health, protection, cleansing, safety, disease, theft, exchange, symbiotic relationship
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The Leaper
Suit: Ambush of Tigers
Cadre: Commoner
Number: 1
Description:
The Leaper has taken the risk and launched herself
across the room. We see her as she flies over a
candle flame. The candle represents the danger of
failure whenever you take a chance and go from one
secure place into the unknown. Will the Leaper
arrive safely at the far table? We don’t know. The
moon watches over the scene through the window.
It is so easy to fall into routines, not because we
like them, or because they are good for us, but because they are easy. How do we break
out of a rut? It takes bold action. We have to take a leap and try something new. The
problem with new things, though, is that they are new. We have no expertise, and we may
fail. Our heart may say, “go for it,” but our mind stops us. It rationalizes all the reasons
we’ll fail. Of course, there are no guarantees when we take a risk. We could fall flat on our
faces, or worse.
Weigh your options. If this card has come up, you may be contemplating a change
that scares you. Why? What is the worst thing that can happen? Often, we look at the gap
we must leap over and see a chasm. Sometimes we see a roaring fire, when, in actuality it
is only a candle.
Key Words:
risk, opportunity, daring, danger, security, gain, loss, change, excitement, fear
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Shadow of Jaguars

Jaguars are known for their camouflage, strength, and opportunistic nature. They are
the only big cats who kill by biting. Most big cats overpower their prey by clamping
down on them to gain leverage before strangling them. Jaguars have sharp fangs, like
saber toothed tigers, that they can use to puncture the skull of their prey.
This exotic animal of the New World resembles the Leopard, and can easily be
mistaken for its more famous cousin. The jaguar is nimble, quick, and stealthy. It can
climb tress and hide in dense undergrowth. The jaguar is only seen when it wants to be
seen. Therefore, jaguars are some of the most misunderstood and mysterious of the big
cats. Shrouded in myth, the jaguar lurks in the jungle away from prying eyes. And the
jaguar seems to like it that way.
The suit of Jaguars is marked by mystery and nebulous interpretations that could
go in many directions. The Jaguars do not reveal secrets easily. These cards some of the
hardest to read.
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Jaguar
Suit: Shadow of Jaguars
Cadre: Mystic
Number: (9)
Description:
The jaguar goes where she wants, unnoticed. She
could be hiding behind you right now and you’d
never know it. The Jaguar is cunning and studies its
prey. She may hide all day in the dense growth of an
ancient tree watching, waiting. She will choose her
prey carefully, methodically, waiting for the perfect
opportunity. There is no need to expend any energy
unnecessarily.
The Jaguar card can point to a mysterious person or situation that surrounds you.
It can indicate danger is hiding just out of sight. Or, this card can mean that you are seen
as solitary, dangerous, or mysterious. This card is hard to read. Like the jaguar itself, this
card does not want to reveal its secrets. More than any other card, this one requires
context and clarification from the other cards around it. If you pull this card in a “one card
draw,” such as a Daily Draw, you should draw a second card for clarification. Just
remember, mystery, in and of itself, is not a bad thing. The mystery lurking out of view
could be auspicious or fortuitous, just as much as it could be a warning. The Jaguar, after
all, is a mystic card. It comes with a spiritual, otherworldly message.
Key Words:
trickery, cunning, camouflage, stealth, hidden, powerful, danger, opportunism,
opportunity, reserved, mystery, fortuitous
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The Stranded
Suit: Shadow of Jaguars
Cadre: Alchemist
Number: 8
Description:
The Stranded cat has climbed a tree in a moment of
outsized ambition or a flurry of compulsion. Alas,
he is stuck. He has gotten himself into a situation
from which he knows not how to escape. The
alchemist in him has overestimated his abilities.
The card appears when you feel that you have
taken on too much or feel insecure in your abilities.
Perhaps you have more to learn before you can
really do what you set out to do. But that doesn’t matter now. At this moment, you need
help. You have exhausted your ideas of a solution. You are tired, frustrated, maybe even
scared. How will you ever get out of this? Regret may tug at you for getting yourself into
this mess. Again, none of that matters now. Set aside your pride and call for help.
Someone out there will come to your rescue. Accept their help, no matter how hard it is.
If you are fiercely independent, the act of admitting you need assistance could hurt your
ego. Let it go. It’s okay to need others from time to time.
Depending on the context, the Stranded, could mean that someone else needs your
help. Even if you are estranged or you don’t believe this person deserves compassion, lend
your assistance. Good will come from taking a positive action.
Key Words:
stranded, stuck, ambition, compulsive, overestimate, pride, ego, help, assistance, rescue
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The Hermit
Suit: Shadow of Jaguars
Cadre: Scholar
Number: 7
Description:
The Hermit wants nothing more than to hide in her
books and avoid the outer world. She loves research
and learning new things. She’s an introvert who is
never bored when she is alone. Content to work
behind the scenes and stay out of the spotlight, the
Hermit makes a great collaborator on complex
projects.
This hermit hides under Dante’s Divine Comedy
and the Decameron… books about difficult choices, shades of gray, and ancient wisdom.
When this card appears, like most Jaguar cards, it could mean many things. You
may be an introvert who needs to find ways to break out of your shell in these particular
circumstances. You may be an extrovert who needs to learn some aspects of introversion.
You may face a complex problem that requires time, research, and quiet contemplation
alone to solve. In the case of the latter, your decision could have long-lasting or deep
repercussions. You may not have any “good” solution. In that case, find your center and
make the best decision you can based on your moral center and the data available.
Key Words:
solitude, fear, introvert, extravert, vision, study, research, complexity, decisions, quiet,
alone, introspection, thoughtfulness, mindfulness
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Sycophant
Suit: Shadow of Jaguars
Cadre: Knight
Number: 6
Description:
Ah, the Sycophant! You know the one, the one
who fills you with flattery. The one you don’t quite
trust. You are always asking yourself, what do
they really want? On the card, a cat climbs on a
person to be cuddled like a baby. What we don’t
see is that the feeling isn’t genuine. This show of
affection is a ruse because the cat wants
something.
When this card appears, you need to ask a series of questions? Am I the Sycophant
or is this someone else? If you are the sycophant, who are you deceiving and why? What
is your game and why can’t you be authentic? How do you feel about this relationship?
How can you alter your behavior or the situation to be true to yourself and escape the
toxicity of a life of deception?
Are you are plagued by a sycophant (or sycophants)? What have you done to
contribute to the situation? Why are people buttering you up? Why do they feel they have
to pretend to like you to get what they want? Again, what can you do to reverse this toxic
relationship?
In either situation, you can’t go on living this way. It is unhealthy.
Key Words:
deception, trickery, illusion, desire, flattery, deceit, hidden
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The Glutton
Suit: Shadow of Jaguars
Cadre: Merchant
Number: 5
Description:
By his large body, we know that the Glutton
consistently consumes more of his fair share. On
this particular day, he has even broken open the
birdcage and eaten the canary. No doubt that he
will be in trouble when his master discovers the
scene. But, look at his face. He is smiling. The
Glutton doesn’t care who he hurts or what he does
so long as his hunger is satisfied.
Beware the Glutton card. Are you prone to over-indulgence? What is your
weakness: food, power, recognition, or something else? We are all entitled to go overboard
every once in a while. The Glutton card is not about your guilty pleasures… it is about
crossing the line into dangerous, risky, or unacceptable behavior. As with the fat cat on
the card, someone has gotten hurt. Use this card as an opportunity to reevaluate how
much you consume. Ask yourself “how much is enough” and “how much is too much?”
Happiness is found in acquiring enough and resisting the urge to consume too much.
Perhaps you should share your excess with someone less fortunate than yourself.
Key Words:
consumption, hunger, satisfied, reevaluate, excess, enough, too much, sated, extra,
sharing
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The Apostate
Suit: Shadow of Jaguars
Cadre: Pirate
Number: 4
Description:
Have you ever been betrayed? The Apostate turns
on you when you least expect it. In the image, the
Apostate attacks her master, scratching and biting.
Do you work or live in an environment without
trust? How does that make you feel? When the
Apostate card reveals itself, it may be warning you
of a dysfunctional situation or relationship. It could
also be pointing at you. Are you living an
inauthentic life? Do you belong to a religious community that doesn’t share your values,
a workplace that engages in immoral practices, or some other type of charade? How does
that make you feel? If you could get away, where would you go, what would you do?
Perhaps you need to start planning how to live a more authentic lifestyle. You don’t wish
to boil over like the rampaging cat on the card.
An apostate is one who renounces a religious or political belief system. Is that you?
Are you feeling it is time to break with a tradition? Are you feeling rebellious? It could be
time to upset the social order and let your pirate flag fly.
Love, health, and happiness increase when you can align your values with your
activities and relationships. When the Apostate appears, take stock to make sure you are
on the right path.
Key Words: betray, lie, cheat, steal, attack, trust, honesty, deception, authentic, align,
values, dysfunction
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The Larcenist
Suit: Shadow of Jaguars
Cadre: Craftsman
Number: 3
Description:
The Larcenist takes what does not belong to him.
Today it’s just a fish, tomorrow it’s something
larger. Here, the Larcenist justifies his action based
on the fact that he is hungry and there are plenty.
Who’ll miss one fish when the boats are full of
them?
You may justify small thefts of things or time by
telling yourself that the system is rigged or you
deserve it. And you’re probably right. Few people are compensated for what they are truly
worth. However, if you resort to stealing out of spite or revenge, you drag yourself through
the same mud as those who exploit you. Don’t succumb to the trap. The anger will slowly
eat away at you until you become bitter and self-loathing. Now, you are not only poorly
compensated, but depressed.
You may have also heard the expression: “The person who will steal an egg, will
steal a chicken?” Is that true? If you allow yourself a small theft, will you become
desensitized to it? Will you steal more next time? And if you are the victim, will the thief
come back for more? How do you protect yourself without becoming a prisoner of your
own security?
Key Words: thief, steal, take, opportunist, rules, justification, decision, introspection,
spite
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The Biter
Suit: Shadow of Jaguars
Cadre: Yeoman
Number: 2
Description:
The Biter springs onto your leg and sinks her sharp
teeth and claws into your flesh.
Whether she is playing or expressing aggression,
you have the same result: a painful wound. We all
encounter that person in our lives who bites. In the
case of a cat, it may be a real, physical bite, but in
the case of another person, that bite is a metaphor
for other acts. Sometimes we expect their attack.
We have done something to provoke her and we prepare for the assault. Other times the
attack comes out of the blue. In either case, when this card comes up, it warns us to look
out for the Biter. What can you do to see it coming and prepare? What have you done that
has contributed to the situation? Perhaps you can proactively address the situation before
someone gets hurt.
The card could also indicate that you have suffered from a recent bite and you need
to tend to your wound. A cat bite or deep scratch is jagged and painful and can easily
become infected. Take care of yourself. After you mending and your anger and or shock
has subsided, it is time to put things in place to prevent a future incident.
If none of these scenarios ring true for you, you may want to look inward to see if
you have recently lashed out at someone either in anger or a desperate attempt for
attention. Did you do any harm? If so, you need to make things right.
Key Words: annoy, pain, wound, attack, aggression, attention, healing, infection

54

The Mendicant
Suit: Shadow of Jaguars
Cadre: Commoner
Number: 1
Description:
The Mendicant wants what you have, no matter
what it is. She calls to you, follows you, and climbs
on your leg. Every time you turn around, she’s at
your heel with those big eyes.
This card indicates that you may be too
dependent on someone. You have slowly lost your
independence. What happened? You need to take
stock and think about what new skills do you need
to learn? What bad habits do you need to break. This is not to say that dependence is all
bad. You need other people for a lot of things. But if you find yourself following someone
around to get what crumbs may fall, it is time for change.
As with many cards, it may not point directly at you. It could reveal someone else
in your life who has grown too dependent on you. Addressing this problematic
relationship requires delicate diplomacy. You need to show some tough love. Help the
other person make friends away from you, learn to find their independence, and stop
relying so heavily on you.
Remember it takes two to create such an unequal relationship. Before you blame
the other person for the situation, evaluate what you have done to contribute to it.
Key Words: begging, wanting, craving, supplication, clinging,
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Litter of Kittens

Kittens are dependent on their mothers and don’t even open their eyes for a week to ten
days after birth. New born kittens can’t regulate their body temperature and can die
even in mild weather if separated from their mothers. Being both predators and prey
makes kittens vulnerable to attack if left unattended.
Kittens need a lot of social interaction with other kittens and the mother or they
run the risk of growing into maladjusted adults. Orphaned kittens who don’t have these
social interactions can develop chronic health and emotional problems.
Kittens are curious and playful and spend much of their waking time engaged in
mock fighting and hunting activities. They mature quickly and are soon out on their own
to fend for themselves.
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Kittens
Suit: Litter of Kittens
Cadre: Mystic
Number: (9)
Description:
The Litter of Kittens is an auspicious card. It means
that a lot of potential is coming your way. Kittens
don’t open their eyes for about a week to ten days.
They are totally dependent on their mother during
this time. They can’t even regulate their own
temperature. Cats are both predator and prey, and
kittens are the most vulnerable. Scientists theorize
that one of the reasons kittens are blind at birth is
to keep them from wandering far from the safety of the nest.
However, they mature rapidly. Within a few weeks they are exploring and engaging
in energetic play with other kittens. They are highly social and do not settle into a more
solitary nature until they reach maturity.
The kitten card represents much more than birth. It represents a profusion of
fecundity, an outpouring of incredible energy and vitality. Like an idea or any other
creative endeavor, the kitten starts from a place of absolute vulnerability, but with care
and careful nurture, explodes into the world. Kittens pounce and pummel each other, they
climb the draperies, and they get into every imaginable space. They are endlessly curious.
They love to play. The whole world and everything in it are their playgrounds. The kitten
card reminds us to be cautions when we start out, but after we truly open our eyes, it is
time to bound into the world and experience what it has to offer: play, engage, and
experiment.
Key Words:
Fecundity, birth, rejuvenate, explore, joy, excitement, play, engage, experiment,
vulnerability, creativity
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The Matriarch
Suit: Litter of Kittens
Cadre: Alchemist
Number: 8
Description:
The Matriarch is the center of the family. She gives
birth to her young, cares for them, feeds them,
cleans them, trains them to fend for themselves,
then, one day, she sends them out on their own.
They cycle of life depends on the mother. She has
the creative power of actual reproduction, as well as
metaphorical reproduction, as in the idea of
“mother Earth.”
The mother card can mean many things: creative producer, caretaker, trainer,
giver of familial love. When this card appears, look for signs of any of those things in your
life. You must ask yourself if you are the matron of some real or metaphoric offspring?
What are your responsibilities in that role? The Matriarch could also mean that someone
else is playing that role for you. Are you feeling nurtured? Do you need to let someone
nurture you? Or is it time to seek your independence? These are the complicated
questions that a complicated card asks. We have been led to believe that motherhood is
simple, that it is the purest, most common relationship on Earth. In some ways that is
true, but you also know that the mother-child relationship is complicated. It can be
fraught with turmoil and deep love at the same time.
Take a step back and really assess all the variables and make a move. However, be
mindful that the matronly bond is strong and, in the end, love trumps all else.
Key Words:
protection, life, reproduction, nurturing, ideas, love, caring, purity, mother, father
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The Altruist
Suit: Litter of Kittens
Cadre: Scholar
Number: 7
Description:
The Altruist embodies that which is selfless and
giving. This is the card that signifies that you are
either on the path of serving good, or you need to
get on that path. The Altruist in the card is
represented by the black cat who is grooming its
friend. Grooming and cleaning symbolize the
cleansing nature of unconditional love.
In front of the orange cat, a cup of water has
been spilled. Some accident has happened. The black cat does not care and continues to
love its partner. The flowing water means that purification and healing are present.
Behind the black cat stands a large, full jar of water. It represents the endless reservoir. If
you give, you do not run out. In fact, the more you give, the more you can give.
The Altruist reminds us not to play the zero-sum game. Do not be stingy. Share
your heart with others and happiness will follow.
Key Words:
selflessness, giving, cleansing, unconditional love, luck, happiness, sharing, the endless
cup, altruism

59

The Follower
Suit: Litter of Kittens
Cadre: Knight
Number: 6
Description:
The Follower is that kitten who follows you home.
She is curious about you. You’ve shown promise
as someone worthy of being followed. Is there a
cause in your personal or professional life needs
leadership? You may be that person. If you are
reluctant, all the better. Sometimes the reluctant
leader is the best leader because they have not put
themselves in that position for selfish reasons.
The card is a member of the cadre of Knights: protector of pilgrims, servant of just
causes, and one who goes on the hero’s journey. In that case, you may not be called upon
to “lead.” Instead of the cat indicating that you are being followed, it is indicating that you
are doing the following. You are not a blind follower. You are a follower of an ideal, a noble
pursuit.
In addition, this card is from the suit of Kittens, so as with all kittens, there is the
youthful energy and naiveite. Though the kitten is not independent today, in the future it
has great potential.
When you put all of these ideas together you get an extraordinary card that
describes something of great potential, either you or an idea, going on a noble quest.
Key Words:
noble quest, ideas, knight, chivalry, potential, naïve, leadership, worthy cause, protector,
pilgrim
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The Blissful
Suit: Litter of Kittens
Cadre: Merchant
Number: 5
Description:
Ah, to be the blissful cat! Pause here and savor the
joy.
The cat is on the lap of someone he loves.
These two have a symbiotic relationship. The
woman strokes the cat, making the cat feel calm,
safe, and happy. In return, the cat purrs, which
makes the person feel calm, safe, and happy. And
that is the nature of this card. It isn’t just about
bliss. It is about the relationship that creates it. The woman is wearing a blue dress, which
symbolizes peace and calm.
The card embodies the loving nature of the kitten, mother relationship (This is
from the suit of Kittens, after all). However, that is not the only loving relationship out
there in the world. This card can apply to family, romantic, or even, business
relationships.
Look into a relationship that is blissful. Is there anything you could do to
strengthen it? The card could also be pointing you to a relationship that could use some
nurturing… nurturing that is NOT one-sided. This is not about parenting or one person
in a power position in a relationship. This is about the beauty that comes with a perfect
balance that eases both parties into bliss.
Key Words:
Partnership, relationship, exchange, mutual benefit, blue, calming, soothing, safety,
bliss, happiness
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The Imp
Suit: Litter of Kittens
Cadre: Pirate
Number: 4
Description:
You can only play with one ball at a time. Which one
do you choose? The Imp is fixated on the ball right
in front of her. She is vigorously playing with it. But
there is one in each cardinal direction. On farthest
ball is all the way behind her. Why didn’t she
choose that ball? Should she take a break from her
play and examine the whole area?
These are questions we ask ourselves… and they
are not bad questions. We should survey the scene, take in information, and make
informed decisions. Take the example of the ball in the distance. It is next to the well. The
hoist for the bucket is a medieval style that at first glance looks like a reaping scythe. The
well looks more ominous in that context.
Perhaps the Imp is trying to tell you to play with the ball at hand. Stop overanalyzing everything. Sometimes, the answer you’re looking for is right in front of your
eyes.
Don’t forget that this card is a member of the Pirate group, so The Imp is
independent minded. She isn’t going to be swayed by what everyone else thinks or what’s
popular. Don’t chase the balls that other people want you to play with. So, the ball in front
of you is worn out. It isn’t in fashion. It isn’t the most glamorous. It isn’t the one your
parents or friends approve of. So what?
Key Words:
nearby, comfortable, simple, independent, easy, intuition
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The Trustful
Suit: Litter of Kittens
Cadre: Craftsman
Number: 3
Description:
Cats show their tummies as a sign of trust, but often
will bite you if you try to rub them there. We
shouldn’t confuse a sign of trust with an invitation
to go too far.
The Trustful card has two main meanings. One,
you need to work on trusting others. Perhaps
you’ve been burned a few too many times, so you
put up your guard. You don’t let people in. You feel
like you’ve shown your tummy and been hurt. You’re not going to make that mistake
again. But keeping everyone at arm’s length can get lonely. The card could be telling you
its time to open up again. Take a chance. Slowly, carefully, try to trust again.
The second meaning: Know how to read the signs. Every gesture has a meaning
and if you don’t take the time to learn, you’ll make the same mistake over and over again.
In this example, the kitten is showing you his tummy. You will be tempted to abuse the
offer and touch him. But that may not be the right response. He might bite you. He’s
making an offer, but you are reading it wrong. Take your time. Learn. Meet this kitten on
his terms and he will greatly reward you.
Key Words:
Trust, understanding, knowledge, practice, empathy, risk, openness
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Vulnerability
Suit: Litter of Kittens
Cadre: Yeoman
Number: 2
Description:
The Vulnerability card never ceases to confound
readers with its uncomfortable message. The card
itself shows a tiny, new-born kitten who hasn’t
even opened her eyes yet. Kittens this small are
completely defenseless: blind, immobile, not even
able to regulate their body temperature. She must
rely on her mother for everything or she will die.
We are often taught not to show vulnerability—
it’s a sign of weakness.
Is the card telling you to be more vulnerable, or is it telling you that you are
vulnerable and to seek protection? These are questions only you can answer. Examine
your situation and decide.
Know this, though: a kitten this small may be helpless today, but with nurturing
care, will become a strong, independent cat. Showing some vulnerability can actually
project strength. We are all vulnerable in some way. Letting the softer side show, may
make you more relatable, more human.
Remember the story of Achilles? He had this impenetrable armor that gave him a
false sense of protection. As we know, the armor had one vulnerable spot: the heel. And
when the arrow struck him in that tiny, unimportant spot, it spelled his death. Don’t let
that happen to you. Know your vulnerable nature. Don’t hide from it. Ignore it at your
own peril.

Key Words:
weakness, strength, protection, nurturing, caring, independent, Achilles heel, hubris
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The Coward
Suit: Litter of Kittens
Cadre: Commoner
Number: 1
Description:
What are you afraid of?
We all have our secret fears—those things we
keep to ourselves. The things that strike such terror
in our hearts that we act irrationally when
confronted with them.
The Coward always runs away from his
problems. He never confronts them. The scaredycat dashes away at the first sign of trouble. No one
can count on the Coward. Over time, people stop trusting him because they know he will
not be there when they need him.
Examine your fears. Play them out to the end. Is your fear justified or are you just
making a big deal out of something that isn’t so bad? In the background a red flag flies.
What are the “red flags” in your life?
The Coward confronts your fears with his fear. You are afraid to change, to leave,
to start, to shout, to be your true self. This fear can debilitate. It is one of the few things
about which old people express regret on their deathbeds. They wish they had been more
courageous in the face of their fears.
If you don’t face your fear today, you’ll have to face it tomorrow. The Coward card
asks that you evaluate where you feel as he does, and challenges you to find your bravery.

Key Words: coward, brave, confrontation, regret, trouble, evaluate
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Murder of Sphinxes

The first thing you may ask is why a “murder” of Sphinxes and not a herd or pack? And
that is a good question. If you are familiar with crows, you’ll know that their grouping is
called a murder. (I know it’s odd, but you get used to it.) The sphinx is a winged creature
in the Greek tradition, so they could be called a flock, I suppose. But, think about the
nature of the Sphinx. Do you think they form flocks? No, they would gather more like
crows: cunning, sophisticated, communicative. Crows are very smart birds, so it stands
to reason that sphinxes, then they gather, would be a murder.
With the head of a human and a body of a lion, a sphinx makes an imposing form.
In the Greek tradition, Sphinxes are treacherous and merciless. They are tellers of
riddles and eat those who fail to solve their puzzles. If you recall, Perseus had to solve a
sphinx’s riddle on his quest. The Egyptian sphinx is a proud guardian more than a
monster. It always faces the rising sun in the east, toward Ra, the sun god. In fact, Ra
was sometimes referred to as the great “Tom Cat.” The Egyptians sure did revere cats,
didn’t they?
Thus, Sphinx cards embody all of these complex ideas. They are mythical,
mysterious, dangerous, full of riddles, fierce protectors and foes, but also faithful
guardians. It all depends of which angle you approach the Sphinx. If you face a Sphinx
who is guarding something, be careful, do not fall for her traps. If you are protected by a
Sphinx, rest assured that you have a powerful “Tom Cat” on your side.
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The Sphinx
Suit: Murder of Sphinxes
Cadre: Mystic
Number: (9)
Description:
The Sphinx is a powerful card that embodies the
two traditions of the mythical animal. She balances
an impressive intellect with raw, animal energy.
She can be your greatest ally or most fearsome foe.
When this card comes up, you have to think clearly.
Are you in a situation that requires you to solve a
puzzle to move forward? Or, are you the benefactor
of the Sphinx’s loyalty and protection?
In the image you can see the opposing natures in the skull and the key—the end
and the opening. They Sphinx bridges the two.
It is important for you to think about these roles. All too often, though, her
intentions prove difficult to read. The Sphinx is where European myth collides with
African myth. The two are embroiled in an ancient struggle. Keeps your wits about you
with this one. There are many contradictions with this one.

Key Words:
Power, Sun, fear, protection, safety, energy, animal, intelligence, intellect, myth, spirit,
universe, traditions, cultures

67

The Lovers
Suit: Murder of Sphinxes
Cadre: Alchemist
Number: 8
Description:
The Lovers exhibit classic cat behavior with regard
to affection. You see them very close. They are going
to lounge together and share body warmth on the
carpet laid out before them with an oil lamp and
some tea. The Lover card can symbolize love you feel
for a romantic partner, a friend, a family member, or
even an abstract idea. Don’t narrowly focus on a
potential mate. If you do, you may miss the larger
message. For example, the Lover could come up in a reading that has nothing to do with
the love of a person. It could represent your love for art or literature… your love of nature…
or even spiritual things, etc… You must key into the context to find this lover.
The carpet represents comfort, a safe spot to relax. When you are in love, your
partner makes you feel secure and happy. The tea represents that which is warm,
refreshing, and rejuvenating. The lamp represents the light in the darkness that this love
affords you.
Also, don’t forget that the Lovers is a member of the Suit of Sphinxes and what all
that entails, and an alchemist card, which governs transformation and metamorphosis.

Key Words:
Love, Romance, unconditional, comfort, safety, ideals, spirit, myth, affection,
transformation, metamorphosis
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The Inquisitor
Suit: Murder of Sphinxes
Cadre: Scholar
Number: 7
Description:
The Inquisitor is the most curious cat in the deck.
She’s pictured in a study with the tools of
scholarship at hand, namely quills and ink. The
quill is an interesting tool that comes from a bird,
the prey of cats, but the feather also symbolizes
things that can fly, such as grand ideas and new
areas of study. The cat can’t help but play with the
quill and the messy pot of ink. What could possibly
happen next? Will the cat topple the ink and create a mess?
It’s said that “curiosity killed the cat,” but we should question this aphorism
because its true purpose is to caution people from questioning the established order,
which makes people, especially those at the top of society, uncomfortable. Yes, you can
make a mess when you ask questions, but you can also uncover new truths. You can also
make enemies of powerful people. And you can also find freedom.
The Inquisitor must weigh the risks of learning and upsetting. Only you know
which is the best balance. Choose wisely, but keep pushing the boundaries.
A drawing of an owl lies in the corner of the image. The owl represents the pursuit of
wisdom. There’s an old folk tale about an owl who listens instead of speaks. Over time he
becomes very wise. Think of the owl as you move forward. Listen to the universe and learn
what it has to offer and you will go far in your quest.

Key Words:
Curiosity, intellect, study, education, questioning, danger, change, freedom, wisdom,
flight, escape
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The Star-gazer
Suit: Murder of Sphinxes
Cadre: Knight
Number: 6
Description:
The Star-gazer hopes to find the answers to the
greatest questions in the stars. He sits patiently at
the window looking at the heavens. To the Stargazer, this activity is part of his noble quest for
knowledge and a connection to something greater
to himself.
We all do a bit of star-gazing from time to
time. But where does longing for the stars turn into
action? Right now, this cat is taking the time to examine, contemplate, and think.
The stars inspire us with their beauty and infinite nature. So how is this card
different from the Inquisitor? And why isn’t it about the quest—it is a Knight card, after
all? The Star-gazer falls somewhere in between. He is taking the time to look outward and
inward before setting off—that’s why you can see the stars reflected in his eyes. This is the
ground work… the dreaming.
This card appears when you need to step back and contemplate what’s out there.
Take your time. Don’t jump into anything too quickly. There will be plenty of time for
questing after you center yourself. If you don’t do this preparatory work, you may just get
lost in the vastness of the universe.

Key Words:
Patience, grounding, contemplation, inward, outward, vast, Universe, preparation,
infinite, noble, quest, beauty, divine, spirit
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The Lounger
Suit: Murder of Sphinxes
Cadre: Merchant
Number: 5
Description:
The Lounger is warm, comfortable, and happy. This
cat has found a pillow to curl up on in front of a
roaring fire. The sound of the fire soothes and its
smell reminds her of pleasant memories.
The Lounger is the “hygge” card. If you’re
not familiar with “hygge,” it’s the Danish art of
comfort, intimate friendships, cuddling, warmth,
and joy. When you see this card, you know that
something wonderful has happened, is happening, or is going to happen.
Relax. Enjoy. Extract yourself from the madness, the rat-race, the stress. Take time
for yourself and your best friends. Get back to the basics of happiness. Find your
metaphoric pillow and fire.
The card is a Merchant card, so there is something transactional here, too. Ask:
what is the partnership to be struck? What is the trade off? How do I get what I want
without sacrificing what I need?

Key Words:
Hygge, lounging, happiness, warmth, familiar, nostalgia, friendship, joy, partnership,
trade-off, comfort
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The Melancholic
Suit: Murder of Sphinxes
Cadre: Pirate
Number: 4
Description:
The Melancholic looks out the window to see that
the tree is losing its leaves and autumn is in full
swing. Soon the land will be dead with winter. An
hour glass drains out behind her. Is it half full or
half empty? That is up to your interpretation. Also,
a mortar and pestle sit on the table between the
window and the hour glass.
Time may be slipping away, and with that
relentless pouring out of time, things decay. We see that with the tree and hour glass.
However, between them the mortar and pestle remind us that these things are mere
ingredients in a larger concoction. The tree is part of a complex system of life… and it will
renew. The hour glass can be turned over and restarted.
Life is what we make of it.
The Melancholy cat has succumbed to the pressures of life. But if she remembers
that she has an independent heart (the 4 card; the pirate), she’ll realize that she has more
agency than she thought.
We all feel sad and helpless, as if our actions make no difference. That is a normal
cycle in time. However, because it is a cycle, like the changing seasons, renewal will come
again once you get through the winter.

Key Words:
Sadness, depression, time, melancholia, cycles, seasons, change, perseverance, autumn,
winter, agency, independence
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The Puffball
Suit: Murder of Sphinxes
Cadre: Craftsman
Number: 3
Description:
How many ways can you say contented? The
Puffball.
When a cat is happy and feeling secure, she
will tuck her paws underneath her and sit in this
position. But this is no ordinary cat sitting
contentedly. This yellow and blue eyed cat is
known as having “complete heterochromia,” a
rare trait that makes cats with it striking and
distinct.
This cat is pictured in the shop of an alchemist (you can see the tools of alchemy in
the background.), which makes this card a bit of an enigma or a jumble of symbols until
you tease them out. You should ask yourself these questions: why alchemy for a
Craftsman, when there is an alchemist card in every suit. Why a contented cat who has
piercing eyes?
This card leaves as many questions unanswered as it asks. Perhaps that is what is
happening in your life? Are you a jumble of contradictions or inexplicable traits?
And that is the core of the card: the odd-eyed cat. One yellow for sunshine, hope,
happiness; one blue for sky, sea, depth and stability. This cat tells you to be at ease with
paradox, contradiction, the unknown. Put away your alchemy tools and just be. Accept
who you are and do the best you can.

Key Words:
Paradox, contradiction, mystery, sunshine, hope, happiness, depth, stability, craft,
practice, striking, intensity
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The Bather
Suit: Murder of Sphinxes
Cadre: Yoemen
Number: 2
Description:
This Russian Blue cat is taking time to clean
himself—a task that cats are meticulous about. In
fact, a sign that a cat is not feeling well, is when it
stops tending to its cleanliness properly.
Russian Blue cats are known for being shy around
strangers, but warm to their family. The are also
sensitive to the mood of the people around them.
They are regarded as lucky in Russia and associated
with brides and children.
This cat grooms herself in a brightly lit place. The background is yellow against the
gray of the fur. Like the Puffball, this cat has the contrast of yellow against blue, not only
with the background, but the lemon and water pitcher at her flanks. The lemon cuts
through dirt with acid, the water cleans by dilution. Together, they are powerful cleansers.
In the middle we find the cat.
Bathing is an intimate time for self-inspection and cleaning. If you are not diligent
in your cleaning, you may miss important warning signs that will affect your health. This
cat tells you to do as she does. Take the time to go over everything from head to toe, from
yellow to blue, background to foreground, right to left. Clean well and live well.

Key Words:
Health, cleanliness, meticulous, fastidious, inspection, introspection, blue, yellow,
sunshine, water, self-care, dual
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The Dreamer
Suit: Murder of Sphinxes
Cadre: Commoner
Number: 1
Description:
The Dreamer is a powerful card. Don’t be deceived
by the low number. Sometimes “one” is the most
valuable, the first, and the best. The Dreamer sleeps
on a purple floor. We glimpse his dream as it peaks
behind him: fire, roiling orange and red against a
blue background. Then, rising from behind his
head, a beautiful bird, but not just any bird, a
phoenix.
This red bird reminds us of the Birder card that features a red bird climbing into
the sky over a hedge. That bird was possible prey. This bird is something different. It is
rising from its ashes, reborn, reimagined, ready to live 1000 years before recycling itself
in fire.
Some psychologists believe that dreams are where the past and the future are
reconciled with the now. The Dreamer can always see rebirth. When asleep, we can delve
into parts of the mind that are hard to reach while awake. We are full of fear and selfdoubt. But not the dreamer. He has the timeless vision.
This card is about envisioning rebirth and starting over. It is about change and
cycles and giving yourself permission to try again.

Key Words:
Dreams, rebirth, phoenix, fire, purple, flying, cycles, reimagined, recycled, restart
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Clutch of Chimera

The Chimera is a mythical animal who is made of many different animals. It has the
body of a lion, a powerful predator. From its back sprouts a goat, a domestic animal
known for providing meat and milk. Wild goats have the ability to climb and live in
rugged terrain. The males are fierce, hard-headed fighters. The Chimera’s tail is made
from a serpent, a cold-blooded, venomous reptile.
The hallmark of the Chimera, and its use in modern language is to describe
something implausible. What is perplexing about the Chimera is the chimera itself. Its
existence proves its existence, ergo the paradox. And that is the core of this suit of cards.
Always in the background, hovers the improbable, the implausible, but yet there it is.
In addition, Chimera’s are known for being omens for disaster and breathing fire.
For our purposes, those secondary attributes will be overshadowed by implausibility
aspect of the monster. In other words, do NOT dwell on bad omens when a Chimera
comes up.
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The Chimera
Suit: Clutch of Chimeras
Cadre: Mystic
Number: (9)
Description:
The Chimera is all about the implausible. The lion is
bearing its teeth, the goat is poised to ram its head,
and the snake is ready to strike. But can they attack
all at once? What kind of chaos would ensue?
The background of the card is a bold red because
this is a bold card. We are getting near the end of
deck, and you may have noticed that we moved as far
away from the stability of the lions as we could get,
while completing the circle with an animal who retains elements of the lion. Cycles and
the nature of cycles remains an integral part of these cards.
You have been presented with a paradox, an improbable situation, or something
perplexing to the point of implausibility. This card asks question, but gives no answers. It
presents riddles with no solutions. But that is fine. We have been so conditioned to expect
good guys and bad guys and outcomes that make sense. But the White Cat Oracle
sometimes reminds us that the world is gray or senseless. What is the meaning of a
random accident? Sometimes its meaning will only reveal itself years later, if ever.
You have pulled the Chimera card. The guidance is a question back at you. A simple
statement: Does it have to make sense? Why do you need it to be so? The Chimera doesn’t
exist, except that it does.

Key Words:
Implausible, improbable, paradoxical, riddles, mystery, chaos, senseless, questions,
existence, shades of gray, random, accident,
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The Lotus Eater
Suit: Clutch of Chimeras
Cadre: Alchemist
Number: 8
Description:
The Lotus Eater lies in a pot of cat nip. Her eyes are
half shut. She’s had her fill, so lounges, languid, yet
happy. And that is the main take-away from the
card: dreamy happiness. This cat has the life. She
knows what she wants and has settled in to enjoy it.
The Lotus Eater is an Alchemist. She’s in the
process of transformation. She’s a Chimera. So, this
state

of

transcendence

is

part

of

larger

transformation that comes amidst implausible or chaotic circumstances. If you’re
stressing, chill out. If you’re too chill, beware of overindulgence. If you’re prone to
additions, seek help.
Becoming a Lotus Eater for a time can be healthy… becoming one as a matter of
habit can be dangerous.

Key Words:
Relaxation, lounging, happiness, languid, overindulgence, addiction, awareness, dreamy
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The Polydactyl
Suit: Clutch of Chimeras
Cadre: Scholar
Number: 7
Description:
The Polydactyl is the luckiest card in the deck.
When this one pops up, your luck is bound to
change… most often for the better. Hang in there,
good things are coming your way. This card also
reminds you that though some luck is random,
some can be cultivated. Put good karma into the
system, and it will come back to you.
If you’ve just experienced a bounty of good
luck, take the time to show thanks and gratitude. The card could be warning you to
remember that luck is not a given, nor given lightly. You don’t want your luck to turn
because you have grown self-centered or entitled. Don’t forget that this is a Chimera card,
after all.
The Polydactyl has extra “fingers” on its paws, which is a sign of good luck in
certain cultures. However, a person who only examined the surface features of this cat
might discount it as having a disability. With that attitude, they would miss the real power
of this cat.
The cat is relaxing comfortably, surrounded by other symbols of luck. There are
seven flowers and seven ladybugs on this, card number 7.

Key Words:
Luck, karma, gratitude, happiness, giving, receiving, hubris, good luck, more luck, best
of luck?
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The Survivor
Suit: Clutch of Chimeras
Cadre: Knight
Number: 6
Description:
The Survivor is that cat who truly has 9 lives. She
has gone on adventures to every corner of the
world. She has had tangles, tough scrapes, narrow
escapes, she’s even lost a leg, but she is undaunted.
She continues her journey. A bump in the road will
not stop this knight on your quest. When the going
gets tough (and by her looks, it has gotten very
tough at times), she will take the time to convalesce,
but she doesn’t give up.
The Survivor comes to you when you need her most. You are at your lowest point,
thinking you can’t win, feeling downtrodden. She is a call in the darkness, offering hope.
A scarab beetle rolls a dung ball in the bottom corner of the card. In ancient Egypt
the god, Ra, was associated with the scarab because Ra rolled the sun across the sky like
a beetle. The scarab came to symbolize the cycle of the sun and sky and ideas about
regeneration and rebirth.
The scarab in the card is there to remind you that although the cat has lost a leg in
some past accident, the life cycle goes on. We are in a state of constant regeneration,
reinvention, and rebirth.
The Survivor cat is indomitable. Perhaps this card is trying to tell you to be the
same.

Key Words:
Survival, escape, hope, optimism, downtrodden, lost, found, adventure, loss,
regeneration, rebirth, indomitable
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The Orator
Suit: Clutch of Chimeras
Cadre: Merchant
Number: 5
Description:
The Orator has found the highest perch on which to
tell her tale. She is shouting to whomever will listen.
She has a message that she needs to bring into the
world. She needs to be careful, though. Her head is
framed against a cloudy sky to remind you not to get
so carried away that you come across as having your
“head in the clouds.”
This card has a few similarities to the Chanteur
(3 card in the suit of Tigers). However, there are three distinct differences: 1. This cat is a
Chimera, so part of a chaotic state or mystery, 2. This cat is a 5 card (Merchant), not a 3
card (Craftsman), and 3. This cat is talking, not singing.
This cat has something to say that is transactional. This cat is engaged in a
negotiation or making a deal. If it is an announcement or speech, it is part of a proposal
or campaign. This card bodes well for anyone who will be engaged in business, sales
(including selling oneself, as in entrepreneurship or job interview, etc.,), or marketing.
When this card comes up, think about how your present yourself and your ideas.
Are you being honest, organized, systematic, empathetic, and clear? Is there something
you need to talk about, but are putting off? Do you have trouble communicating your
feelings or needs with others?
In any case, now is the time to focus on communications.

Key Words:
Communication, proposal, campaign, sales, marketing, negotiation, deal, systematic,
speech
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The Regurgitator
Suit: Clutch of Chimeras
Cadre: Pirate
Number: 4
Description:
One of the things cats are known for is vomit—
especially hairballs. Cats are obsessive groomers.
As a result, they ingest a lot of fur. Where does all
that fur go? Some passes through, but a lot of it
comes right back up. Have you been engaged in
compulsive or obsessive behavior? Have you had a
little too much of a good thing? If so, this card is
telling you to reintroduce balance into your life.
Some cats will eat weird things they find that will cause them to throw up. This cat,
the Regurgitator, could be either, which poses an issue for the card reader to decide which
situation fits. Well, that depends on the situation of the person receiving the reading. Are
you reeling from a toxic relationship? Are you poisoning yourself with destructive
behavior? If so, maybe it is time to clean it out and start over.
In either case, the end result is the same. You have ingested something that needs
to come out. Getting it out may be unpleasant, but not negative. The act of vomiting is a
way for the body to purge, or clean itself.

Key Words:
Poison, toxic, relationship, job, behavior, destructive, cleanse, purge, healing, renew
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The Obsessive
Suit: Clutch of Chimeras
Cadre: Craftsman
Number: 3
Description:
The Obsessive has gotten a hold of a ball of yarn. So
long as this is someone else’s yarn, this behavior is
cute, isn’t it? In other words, there are two sides to
an obsession. The first is an obsession that comes
from a deep motivation to do something profound
or important. You may be obsessed with a project
that requires your time, and after it is completed,
we all benefit. Or you could be obsessed with
something destructive, such as hoarding. This obsession never ends, and in the process,
it bleeds you of resources: financially, spiritually, and mentally.
When this card appears, you must figure out what kind of obsession you need to
address. What are its positive and negative aspects? Is there an obsession you need to
reign in? Or are you on the cusp of a major breakthrough, which requires a lot of your
time and energy? Only you know the answer to that question.
Don’t overlook that this is a Chimera card, so mystery and paradox surround it.
Also, it is from the Cadre of Craftsmen, so your obsession may be an expression of your
expertise.

Key Words:
Obsession, project, positive, negative, process, draining, paradox, infatuation

83

The Sneezer
Suit: Clutch of Chimeras
Cadre: Yeoman
Number: 2
Description:
The Sneezer is distinct from the Regurgitator (suit
of Chimeras, number 4) in that a sneeze is
considerably smaller than vomit. In this case,
something has gotten in this cat’s nose. It could be
from outside the cat, or even its own secretions.
Whatever it is, it wants to come out.
Have you ever tried to stop a sneeze? What
happens? Not a good idea usually. It’s best to let it
happen (although, you should always cover your nose and mouth). Sneezing is generally
an involuntary action by your body to expel an irritant. What is irritating you? Is the root
cause something serious like an infection? Is it chronic, such as an allergy? Is it dust from
going through old things? Or is it just a build up of your own mucus? Perhaps this card is
asking you to examine what is making you sneeze.
In any case, sneezing is good. It helps you cleanse and renew. Get it out, you’ll
probably feel better.

Key Words:
Irritant, expel, involuntary, chronic, infection, allergy, cleanse, renew, small
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The Near-Drowned
Suit: Clutch of Chimeras
Cadre: Commoner
Number: 1
Description:
Let’s be very clear. This is not a drowned cat. This
is the Near-Drowned cat. There is a big difference,
of course. This cat has just survived the traumatic
experience of nearly dying. Somehow the cat got
into the well behind it. But more importantly, the
cat has escaped death.
We don’t know from the picture if the cat
managed to climb out of the well herself, or if she
had help. One could also look at the image and decide that you, the viewer, has saved the
cat. We don’t know. The circumstances are a mystery. Only you will know the helper agent
in your own life.
If you’ve spent much time with these cards, you’ve probably noticed a theme
among the suit of Chimeras. There are a lot of cards about survival, perseverance,
misfortune, and escape. That is no accident. Cats are masters of survival, and this card
especially shouts that you are, too.

Key Words:
Survival, success, live, death, change, help, escape
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The White Cat Oracle Card
Suit: All and None
Cadre: All and None
Number: 1 – 10
Description:
With the White Cat Oracle Card, the deck of 54
cards becomes a deck of 55, 5+5=10, or 1. It is the
first card and the last card.
The card has no suit, therefore, no affiliation
with a cadre. In other words, the WCO is free to
roam wherever it pleases.
The card has no number. In conventional
playing cards people often argue whether the Ace is
the one card or the top card in each suit. As a consequence, it plays double duty. The
WCO card is not only the top and bottom card, it is all cards. It is the alpha and the
omega. It is not “wild” like a joker. It isn’t there to trump other things or bend to your
whim. When it comes up in a reading, it could mean anything. However, “anything”
comes with a few caveats:
•

It is always auspicious.

•

It is always a sign of good luck.

•

It doesn’t mean you’re necessarily going to hit the lottery (figuratively or
literally).

•

If your reading is “positive,” the WCO card indicates that it is even more positive.
If your reading is heretofore negative, you must ameliorate the reading by saying
it will ultimately have a positive outcome.

•

In a one card reading, if this one comes up, you’ll need to deal a second card to
understand the nature of the auspicious sign or the type of luck coming your way.
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PART II Reading the Card Spreads
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GETTING STARTED
For each spread below, I’ll describe it and give an example, so you can see how it works.
Before any reading, I’ll direct you to shuffle the cards. These are not playing cards. You’re
not playing poker, so don’t shuffle like you’re about to deal a hand. These cards are cats,
so toss the cards onto a large table, a bed, or the floor. Spread them with both hands. Push
them around until they are completely scrambled. Collect them with the cards facing
down and stack them back into a neat deck. Now, you’re ready.
BEFORE YOU START
Before any reading, focus on the question you wish to ask. If you are doing a reading for
someone else, they should focus on their question as they shuffle and reassemble the deck.
They should continue to focus as you deal the cards into the spread.
Think about a question that involves the past, present, and future. For example, “What is
the nature of my career at Megalithic Corporation?” Keep your questions open ended. Yes
and No questions, such as “Will I find a tall, dark stranger and fall in love?” will meet with
resistance from the cards. The cards don’t like to work in binary questions because life
doesn’t work that way. If you ask “will I fall in love with a tall stranger?” the cards may
say “no,” which will make you angry or disappointed. Perhaps that was the wrong
question. Perhaps the love of your life is not tall, nor a stranger? If so, you may cut yourself
off from exploring a journey that would lead to increased happiness in your life.
Ask questions that begin with “what” or “why” or “how.” I suggest questions, such
as “What is the nature of…” or “why am I feeling stuck?” or “What should I know before I
move forward?”
Focus on your question until you feel it is fixed in your head and your heart. Hold
the cards firmly, but not crushingly in both hands. It doesn’t matter if you close your eyes
or stare at a candle or at the clouds, etc. What matters is that you find a method that allows
you to concentrate without distraction.
A NOTE ON OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS
Answers are never unambiguous. Everything is open to subjective interpretation. The
more you use the cards and become familiar with how they work, the more confident you
will grow in your ability to understand the nuances and find comfort in the gray areas.
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Some people don’t like the openness of the cards and would rather have iron-clad answers
and predictions. But like King Midas, they should be careful what they wish for.
If you recall, King Midas was granted the ability to touch anything and turn it into gold.
At first, he thought this was a fantastic gift. However, it wasn’t long before he realized that
his food turned to gold and he could never touch another person again, including his
family. In the end, he kills himself, rather than starving or going mad.
Midas’ tale is a cautionary one for us all. If you believe that the oracle is producing
final answers, then you will cede your free will. The cards merely offer insights,
suggestions, and warnings. If the cards predict you will come into wealth, it doesn’t mean
you should sit back and watch TV until your ship comes in. On the contrary, the cards are
nudging you to find your center and get motivated to use their guidance to help you take
control of your life.
Finally, release the question through your fingers, through the cards, and into the
universe.
Take a breath.
STORYTELLING
When you can try to weave the cards together to tell a story. Especially with the longer
spreads. Not only will this storytelling produce more satisfying sessions, but more
engaging, as well.
INVERTED CARDS
This is not Tarot, so cards are never “inverted.” When you draw a card, you can place it
however you wish. You can always put the card down in the upright position. The reason
for this is that for every card, there is positive and negative aspects. Both should be
considered anyway. For example. You draw one of the most positive cards in the deck:
Lions, number 9. This card embodies all the aspects of the lions. They are powerful,
transcendent animals, the kings and queens of the Savanna. Like every mountain, the
card has two sides. Though the lions are magisterial, pride can blind people to seeing their
own faults. So, even if you draw the Lions card, remember not to get sucked into too much
of a good thing.
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AND HOW TO READ THE CARDS
To read a card in a spread you have to consider the following things.
1. What question did you pose to the oracle?
2. What position in the spread is the card?
3. What suit does the card belong to?
4. What is the card’s cadre?
5. What is the card’s number?
6. What image is on the individual card?
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Chapter 4: The One Card Draw
It is best to give an example to show you how this works:
I did a one card “Daily Draw.” I formulated a question in my head and meditated on it.
I shuffled the deck and drew, at random the following card:
The Hermit
1. Question: What guidance do you have for me today?”
Answer: The Hermit Card
2. This is a one-card spread, so the card is the signifier and the details. If I want
further clarification on the card, especially if the card’s message is too vague, I
can draw a second if I need.
3. The Hermit card is a member of the Shadow of Jaguars. This gives me the first
insight into my question. The first thing to note is that the “herd” or “group”
name for Jaguars is a shadow. These are solitary creatures that hide in the
shadows. They are known for their camouflage, strength, and opportunistic
nature. They lie in wait, take their time, then pounce without warning. Jaguars
would have been considered exotic in the extreme in the renaissance because they
live in the New World.
4. The Hermit is the VII card. Key words that are associated with the seven card are:
Perfection, Safety, Rest, Security, Colors of the rainbow, Focus, and Inability to
see things through. The Seven card in the White Cat Oracle fills the role of the
Scholar. The scholar is interested in learning, but also teaching. Though she does
confer with colleagues and interact with students, the scholar She spends long
hours in contemplation and research, often keeping to herself.
5. The individual card is the Hermit. It shows a cat hiding in the shadows between
books that lean over the form her hermit’s cave. A hermit chooses to be alone as a
way to seek refuge from the confusion of the world. Hermits eschew worldly
pursuits in favor of spiritual and intellectual ones. The hermit is fiercely
independent and guards her secrets well.
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Let’s put all of those things together:
I asked, “What guidance do you have for me today?” I drew the Hermit, Card VII
in the Shadow of Jaguars suit. The card told me to remain solitary today, take the
opportunity I’ve been given to keep to myself and pursue intellectual or spiritual matters.
I should perhaps work on a scholarly pursuit, one that reinforces my independent nature.
The card also suggests that there are times to retreat from the public sphere to take a
break from the hustle and bustle.
I thought this was a very accurate reading. I drew this card on Sunday, January 7,
2018. It was a day that I didn’t have any major plans, except for retreating to my studio to
draw and work on this book.
I felt like this card did not need any further clarification, but for purposes of this
demonstration, I decided to draw one more card to show how clarification worked.
I drew the Watcher Card.
The Observer is the seventh card in the Ambush of Tigers. I nearly laughed out
loud. The Tiger strikes the balance between solitary and social, so perhaps I should come
out of my hermit’s cave to interact with my family during the day. We already know about
the Seven, or Scholar card from above, so those ideas are only reinforced. The Watcher
embodies the curious nature of cats. The Watcher is also about watching and waiting,
gathering information to prepare for a journey or new direction. So, in my intellectual and
spiritual pursuit of working on this book, I should remain curious. Fine advice, I should
say!
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Chapter 5: The Three Card Spread
A Snapshot in Time
You may recognize this simple spread from Tarot. Shuffle the deck and place the first card
in the “past” position. Place the second card in the “now” position, and the final card in
the “future” position. Place all the cards down before you begin the reading.

Figure 1: Past Present Future

THE PAST:
This card represents any past time that has a relationship to your present and future. The
event could have taken place a few minutes earlier or decades ago. The past card is hard
to read because it conjures up so many memories aching to be applied to the current
situation. It is very easy to fixate too quickly on the “right” event in the past. This is a
mistake. Let this card simmer and move to the “present” card before trying to get too
specific with the “past.”
THE PRESENT:
We all have many things going on in our present. It is very hard to narrow our focus in
order to isolate what, in our current situation, is speaking through the cards. Don’t force
anything. Let yourself sit with the cards for a moment. Ponder what the card represents
and what it’s trying to tell you. Once you get a good feel for the relevance of now and its
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relationship to the card, go back to the past card and see how they tie together. How are
they connected? Are they causal or simply associated? No matter what, the most
important aspect is to find what the cards are trying to tell you, not in terms of how you
are narrowly locked into a particular fate, but rather how you wish to take this new insight
and to help guide your movement into the future.
THE FUTURE:
The future card does not lock you into anything. It speaks to the outcome or resolution
to the question you are focused on.
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Chapter 6: The Six Card Spread
The Journey
The triangle is the most stable of the geometric shapes. This triangle is made of six cards.
But don’t think of the cards as being a hierarchical structure of one card on top, next a
layer of two, and on the base a layer of three. This spread is about life and its journeys, so
though it is only six cards, it is really three sets of three. How is that possible? Let me
explain.
The first card represents the inciting incident of the journey. The bottom left corner
of the next card is placed at the top right corner of the first, creating a stair step effect.
The third card is place in the same manner, by putting the bottom left corner to the top
right corner of the 2nd card. (see figure 2). The fourth card starts the journey down and so
it’s top left corner is placed at the bottom right corner of card 3. The fifth card is placed
like the fourth with its top left corner at the bottom right corner of card 4. The last card
placed is to directly left of card 5 and right of card 1.
BEFORE YOU START
Decide on the journey you wish to explore. Is this a past journey that you need help with
understanding its meaning or ramifications? Is it a current journey? You are stuck or
confused, or at a lost for what to do next. You want guidance and clarity on how to
proceed. Is this a future journey you plan to take and you want to know how to start?
Spoiler alert: you may discover that you’ve already embarked and don’t even know it until
the cards reveal their secrets.
Now that you have the time frame, focus on the journey question. Keep your
questions open ended. Ask questions that begin with “what” or “why” or “how.” I suggest
questions, such as “What is the nature of my journey…” or “why didn’t I succeed in my
last journey?” or “how shall I move forward now that…”
Focus on that question until you feel it is fixed in your head and your heart. Hold
the cards firmly, but not crushingly in both hands. It doesn’t matter if you close your eyes
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or stare at a candle or at the clouds, etc. What matters is that you find a method that allows
you to concentrate without distraction.
Finally, release the question through your fingers, through the cards, and into the
universe.
Take a breath.
Shuffle.
Hold in both hands again.
Cut the deck.
Deal your spread as detailed below:

Figure 2: The Journey

THE RISING THREE.
POSITION 1, THE BEGINNING: This is the start of the journey. It can be an inciting
incident. The beginning of any journey is always hard to pinpoint, so be open to what this
card is telling you. The time of the inciting incident could be in the past, now, or future,
depending on your circumstances. Even if you are thinking about a future journey, the
inciting incident may have occurred years ago, you just haven’t linked them yet. Maybe
the cards are telling you that you should?
96

POSITION 2, COURAGE: This card represents the middle of the rising action. This is
what’s on the road on the rise. Perhaps this is where you meet a friend or mentor on your
journey. Who in your life is most represented by the card you see? Does it represent no
one you know? If so, start looking more closely at the people around you. You may not
fully recognize or fully appreciate this person until later. In some cases, this person is
already helping you along your journey. If so, show them gratitude and thank them for
their belief in you. It can also be the second part of the journey or a facet of it.
POSITION 3, THE PINNACLE. The apex of the triangle, but not necessarily the apex of
your journey. This card represents the first turn. At this point the newness and joy of your
quest may have worn away. Perhaps there is some trial or disappointment. Things can
sometimes prove more difficult than anticipated. Here is where you are asked to make
your first big decision. As you turn the corner, you have to ask if you wish to keep going.
If you want to abandon your journey, this might be the time to do it. Or, this is the time
to press on because the worst of your doubts may be here. You want a win to tell you to
continue and you may still have nothing but adversity. In that case, look to the next cards
for guidance in how to find the courage to continue.
THE FALLING THREE
Position 3 Revisited: The second three starts in the same place as the first three left off:
position 3. What was part of the end of the first sequence is not the beginning of the next.
Look again at card 3. It is not an ending, but a new beginning. Your naivete is gone. You
are in the middle of your journey. Your eyes are wide open. What does card three tell you
now?
POSITION 4, PERSERVERENCE. You have arrived in the middle section of the falling
action in your story. Here is where you are near the end of your quest. And like the dark
before the dawn, things could be at their bleakest, or you could feel that you are on the
cusp of a miraculous break through. This card will inform you about the dangers and
opportunities at this critical point. How does this card fit into the overall story of your
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journey? Does it represent a person, a thing, or an event? It could even represent a felling.
What are you going to do about it is the most important question you’ll have to address at
this point?
POSITION 5, THE CORNER. The end of the Falling Action. Card 5 marks the place where
you must turn again. Here you have reached your goal or your journey ends, or your lesson
is learned. Regardless of whether you were successful or not, you will have learned
something important to take with you on your next journey. This card represents that
major turning point. You have to take what you can from this card and return to the start.
However, you will return wiser from your failures as well as your triumphs. No matter the
outcome, you will complete the cycle stronger and wiser. Take that with you into the last
three.
THE CONVERGING THREE.
Position 5. As with position 3, this card takes on double duty as the end of one phase and
the beginning of another. Look at the card afresh. It is not the end of the quest. It is the
beginning of the rest of your life after the quest. What have you learned? How are you
different? How does this card help you understand how you’ve grown and who or what
has helped you? Be grateful to the experience. It is time to share your new found joy,
wealthy, love, or lesson with others.
POSITION 6, CONVERGENCE. This is the last card you will deal. It is the end of the
journey. Who or what is waiting for you on the other side? Are they glad you’ve returned?
Are they there to wipe your tears and tend to your wounds? Or are they there to help you
celebrate your triumph? In any case, what does this card tell you about how you will
interact with the world once you’ve had your transformative experience. Perhaps this card
is not about someone else at all. Perhaps it a portrait of the new you?
Position 1. As with positions 3 and 5, this card plays double duty. Reflect on where you
came from and what you were like. What was the world like back then? What have you
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learned? What new perspective do you have to share with the world? How much stronger
are you? What does that first card say about your journey now that it has come full circle?
As with any reading. The truth of the cards may not be evident immediately.
Journey’s take a lot of time to complete and even more time to understand. In my life,
some of my most profound journeys didn’t make themselves clear until years later. You
may not even know you are on a journey, or you may think you are on a different journey.
For this reason, always stay open to what you see in the cards. Secrets will reveal
themselves in many ways. Let down your resistance to the unknown and the unexpected.
If you go into a reading feeling you know the answers or expect a particular outcome, you
will either be disappointed or worse, you will set yourself up for taking the wrong path by
forcing interpretations that are not in the cards.
Be patient with your journey reading. Take notes. If things are unclear today,
review the notes after a month or more. By then, the main characters and events may have
completely revealed themselves, or you could still be in the midst of your journey
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Chapter 7: The Nine Card Spread
The Celestial Diamond: Focus on an Idea
The Celestial Diamond has 9 cards and is by far the most complicated of the spreads to
deal and interpret. You’ll want to work up to this one. Once you’ve done spread 1 and 2
many times and you feel comfortable with the feel of the cards and how they speak, you
can try this one. However, understand that this comes with a caveat, because of the
complex nature of this spread, your first few attempts may leave you feeling less than
competent or more confused than when you started. Don’t fret. This is normal. Try again.
Keep at it. In time, you will find that this spread will reveal deep understanding of the
universe and nuances that you won’t be able to glean from spreads 1 or 2.
As with the other spreads, before you begin, take some time to relax.
Focus on your question. With the Celestial Diamond, any open-ended question is fair
game. You can ask about anything that you think the universe might hold knowledge. You
can even go so far as to ask such questions as, “What is the point of my life?” or “How do
I fit into this world?” and if you dare, “What was the nature of my last life?”
Fix your thought. Release it. Shuffle the cards. Cut the deck. Deal.
THE SPREAD
The card positions in this spread are based on the visible celestial bodies. When the
spread is complete, it will form a circle of eight cards with the ninth in the center.

Figure 3: Celestial Spread
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POSITION 1, EARTH
The Earth is your home, so it is where you start on your trip through the heavens. It is
also where you will end your trip, safe and comfortable. This card represents your home,
your heart, where you come from. This is literally the foundation under your feet. This
card tells you the eternal why of you question. Like an astronaut who takes a bit of dirt
with her into space, this is the card that will go with you on your journey. Keep coming
back to it and ask, why does this card want to come with me?
POSITION 2, SATURN
Saturn masterfully cloaks her secrets. The powerful partner of grand Jupiter, Saturn’s
majestic rings and cloudy skies, shroud her in mystery. This card doesn’t want to reveal
too much. Often confusing or even presenting an element of misdirection, the Saturn card
informs you about the mystery or hidden nature of your question. What is lurking in the
corner, who is pulling levers behind the scenes for your benefit or detriment? You will
really have to examine this card from many angles. If you are lucky, you will crack its
secret code, but if you don’t, you shouldn’t despair. Often the truth of this card takes time
to understand, if ever. What’s most important, is considering the hidden world and its
untapped power. How can it help you get where you are going? Or what surprise awaits
when you least expect it?
POSITION 3, MARS
Oh, Mars, you harbinger of war, anger, and turmoil! Don’t give up hope. To have love, one
must have felt hate. To appreciate peace, one must experience conflict. The Mars card is
not to be feared, but recognized for what it is, the opposite of Venus in the spread. Take
heart, look back here for balance once you deal card 7, Venus. She will shine on Mars’ red
face, and charm the heart within. The Mars card foretells of conflict, real, imagined, or
potential. He is not here to hurt you, but like a bright red sign in the road, to warn you.
Only you will know to avoid the conflict, plan for it, or face it head on. Fight or flight, Mars
doesn’t care. Let him guide you with what to do when faced with those who oppose you,
circumstances that create mine fields, or events that seem more like wars than festivals.
Open your eyes and take heed.
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POSITION 4, JUPITER
The giant of the solar system, Jupiter commands his environs with gravitation and
magnetism. He flashes his red, stormy eye, more like a Titan cyclops, than the god of gods
(Zeus in Greek). Jupiter is the seat of power. If this gas giant were any larger, scientist
speculate his mass would have ignited into a star. This card guides you to find your inner
power. Depending on your question, this card informs you about your core power, a power
near you, or the power of your quest. Your source of power may not reveal itself
immediately. Power can sometimes be quiet and unassuming. Don’t get distracted or
tricked by the charismatic people or glamorous events around you. Often true power is
calm in its manifestation and slow in its work. True power isn’t flashy, it is steadfast and
solid.
POSITION 5, MOON
After the roller coaster of Saturn, Mars, and Jupiter, isn’t it nice to find yourself in the Sea
of Tranquility? The moon is cool and quiet. Settle here for a bit to find your footing with
our intimate neighbor in the universe. The moon has been the Earth’s loyal companion
and light in the dark of night for billions of years. We measure time with its cycle and feel
the pull that creates tides. Here is your peace. This card tells you where or how to find the
calm in the storm. The moon card reminds you to come in from the storm and warm
yourself. It rewards you for meditation, contemplation, taking the time to digest all that
has come before. Pause here. How does the Moon card inform and temper the cards that
come before it? How is it a part of your respite? Self-care is important, and this card
should keep you mindful of being mindful.
POSITION 6, MERCURY
The messenger planet. Mercury is all about communications. It is small and agile and
quick, but that doesn’t mean that all communications are clear or fast. This card calls to
you with how you can communicate or how others will try to communicate with you.
Depending on your question, this card could even reveal a communication from another,
living, dead, distant, near, or on rare occasions a revelation from a past self. What message
are you supposed to be receptive to? Here is where you listen more than ever. Listening
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is the key to wisdom and empathy. Don’t speed past this card unless you wish to jump to
conclusions and misunderstand what has come before, what is transpiring now, and what
lies ahead. Don’t over think either, your heart knows the truth. Open it, and let this
message in.
POSITION 7, VENUS
You have faced the mystery, the conflict, and the power. You have taken a break in the
calm and listened. You have opened your heart to empathy. Now, is the time for love. Your
trip through the heavens has entered its final phase, and what better informant to take on
this last leg of the journey than Venus? No matter what has come before, no matter how
cruel Mars may be, Venus always smiles upon him. She will take you to her breast and
make your tears worthwhile. You can’t appreciate this card until you have made a
significant voyage. This card is not necessarily about love or romance in the dramatic
sense. It is about capital “L” Love. This is the love that permeates your question. What is
that energy that binds? What keeps you moving forward? Why are you still here? Why do
you bother? Love. It is more than an antidote, Love is the central organizing principle in
the Universe and the power that burns brightest and eternal. Love drives revolution,
innovation, and civilization. What is your Love? And how does it guide your question?
POSITION 8, STARS
The ancients believed that the stars weren’t glowing spots of light in the sky. They thought
that the stars were actually holes in the fabric of the sky. The eternal, blinding light of
heaven peeked through these holes, shining the divine upon all who dared to cast their
eyes upward. The stars are the infinite. Here is where the cards reveal your infinite
essence. What is your place in the universe, and not just physically in space, but in time.
Have you ever felt that you were not of this time? Here is where you will find that truth.
Are you out of phase? Are you in tune with your surroundings? Does your energy flow
with or against the arrow of time? Do you need to change directions or keep heading
forward? This card tries to scratch the surface of the deepest questions. Don’t let yourself
get devoured in the possibilities. Try to balance the focus of your question with the openendedness of the boundless. It’s an illusion that each moment is dependent upon the one
preceding it. You can, at any time break free of the inertia pushing you with the arrow of
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time, and set a new course. The beauty of time is not that it moves relentlessly forward,
but that its movement allows you to move. If time stopped, movement would stop.
Decisions would stop. The universe would die. Time keeps it the wonderous clockwork in
motion and each moment allows you the opportunity to spring into a new configuration.
Take this new understanding of your freedom and explore the stars. Whether you perceive
them as powerful engines of galaxies and givers of life, or gateways to the revelation of the
divine light, matters not. What matters is that you dance your dance among them and in
harmony with them.
POSITION 9, SUN
Once thought to be the center of the Universe, the sun is actually the center of our
planetary system. It holds our planets together and orchestrates their symphony. The sun
warms our planets and supplies the energy we need to sustain life. Without the sun we
are lost in the darkness. Even at night, the moon reflects her light back to use to keep us
from experiencing the pitch blackness of space. The sun is our center. All ancient people
regarded the sun as a god, whose partners were always the Earth and Moon. Together
these three make the holy trinity of terrestrial life.
The sun card is the center of the spread and the center of your question. It is the
card that colors all the cards, holds them in place and lights their faces. Where the Earth
card was your center, the sun card is the center of the question. Go back through the
spread, starting with Earth. Do you have a new understanding of anything? Has Mars’
warning changed color? Has the mystery of Saturn deepened or lessened? Is Mercury’s
message clearer or more positive? Ask these questions all around.
Once you have completed your second trip around the spread, take a rest on Earth.
You’ve returned home. Doesn’t it feel good under your feet. Breathe in its sweet air.
Close your eyes and count to nine.
Open and regard the spread holistically. What does it say to you in the first split
second? That is your overall picture that you can add to your first and second reading.
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Chapter 8: The Twelve Card Spread
A Clock Year
THE SPREAD
The One Year spread follows the months around like a clock. The top position is actually
the 12th, or last position. This may take some getting used to. The first card is actually
placed where the 1 would appear in a standard, round, mechanical clock.
After shuffling and cutting the cards, place each card in position around the clock
and think about each one individually. When you complete the circle, going clock-wise, of
course, go back and tell the story as a whole. You will find that once you have all the cards
on the table, some of the more enigmatic ones make much more sense in context.
Don’t get too caught up in the strict demarcation of months and that certain things will or
won’t happen at that time. Think more holistically. This spread will lay out a journey that
unfolds over about a year’s time. When you let yourself think about it in this way, you will
find more value in the reading.
This is a rather straight-forward reading that needs little explanation. It is a good
one to start with when doing the longer readings.

Figure 4: Clock Year Spread
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Chapter 9: Whole Deck Spread
The Cinquante Cinq (The 55)
The Cinquante Cinq (French. Pronounced /say-kawnt sank/) means fifty-five, is also
known as the Whole deck spread, will test your skill and try your patience, but when done
right, it will give you great insights and astounding details. In this spread, you will use
every card.
THE SPREAD
THE WORLD CARD. The first card you draw goes at the top of the spread. This is the
overall, signifier card. Like a one card draw, this one will tell address your question. The
rest of the cards will support and explain this card. Don’t read too much into this card
until you have completed the spread because its meaning and nuance will change as you
lay out the rest of the cards.

Figure 5: The Cinquante Cinq Spread
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Under the World Card, you will make nine columns of six. You will deal each column
of six before moving to the next column. In this way, you can concentrate on the
implication of each column as you go. Below I will explain what each column means and
how to understand it.
When you look at each column you will have to look at it in three ways:
1. What are the relationships between the cards? How do they interact? Do they
represent conflicting or cooperating forces, people, circumstances?
2. What story to the cards tell? Sometimes the cards want to tell you how to work
through the events or challenges in that column. How do these cards relate to
past, current, and future circumstances?
3. What is the holistic picture that all of these cards tell you? There isn’t a story so
much as a revelation, an epiphany of the whole.
THE SIGNIFIER CARD IN EACH COLUMN
You deal all six cards in each column before
stopping to take a look. You lay the cards down
starting at the bottom, (overlapping by a
fraction) because the last card in the column will
be the signifier card and will rest on top of the
column.
The signifier card is to the column what the
World Card was to the whole spread. If the World
card is the Thesis of your response, the signifier is
the topic sentence of the column. The five cards
beneath it will inform you how to read the
significance of the signifier.
THE HOME CARD

Figure 6: Each Column

This card is the bottom of the column. It is what holds the whole thing up. This is where
your power lies. So, for example, let’s say you are looking at column 1, Daily Life, and your
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Home Card is The Birder. That would mean that your power, in the day to day world (with
regard to your question), lies in your ability to discern when to go after the pretty red bird,
and when to go after the easy prey at your feet.
THE LOVE CARD
Here is your love, your passion, that thing you care about. For example, if the Lounger
Card came up in this position, you may have a love affair with lounging. You should ask if
it is a good affair. Do you lounge too much, too little? How does this “love” for lounging
relate in the column in which it has appeared? It will mean one thing in the Daily Life
Column, but could mean something completely different in the Money Column. As
always, the cards are here to question you as much as they are to give you guidance.
THE CONFLICT CARD
What is the source of conflict or potential conflict? What is a way around or through the
conflict? These are the questions to ask of the card in this slot. For example, let’s say you
draw The Bather card. Is there something that needs to be cleansed from this column? In
the Creativity Column it may mean you need to purge a habit. In the Independence
Column it may mean you need a fresh start.
THE SECRETS CARD
Only you know the answer to this one. You may not even know your secrets until the cards
tell you.
THE HOPE CARD
Even in the bleakest of times, there is Hope. This card gives you something to look forward
to. Ask yourself what keeps you going? How does your Home Card get reinforced by the
Hope Card?
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COLUMN 1, DAILY LIFE
This column helps to explain what is happening in your daily life. These cards will get to
your daily grind, your private moments, your small triumphs, and daily relationships.
Have you been neglecting the small things, or have you been sweating the small stuff too
much? What are the incremental improvements you can make that will have a huge
impact later?
COLUMN 2, WORK
Does your work give you fulfillment? Does it challenge you? Does it pay well? How could
it be better? Are you buried under work that is sucking your soul dry? Are you uplifted?
What role does work play in your life? Are you working to live or living to work? Here is
where you find out how work fits into your life. Are you feeling stuck or is your star on the
rise? Who are your rivals? What should you look out for?
COLUMN 3, CREATIVITY
Are you hiding artistic talent? Do you want to bring it out more? Is your artistry in
something so mundane that you haven’t even noticed, such as a person who makes
elevates accountancy to new heights? How does your creativity need to be nourished? Are
there areas of your life you wish to infuse more creativity? What is your creative story?
Let it all go here, give yourself permission to think outside the box. Maybe it’s time to
surprise people, or time to pull back a little. The cards will guide you to your creative well.
COLUMN 4, INDEPENDENCE
Is it time to strike out on your own? Is this a good time to try your hand at that
entrepreneurial venture? Are you feeling imprisoned by work, family, or a relationship?
Here is where you explore your independence.
COLUMN 5, MONEY
Will you win the lottery? (just kidding, the cards can’t help you there) But they can help
you think about the role of money in your life. You know where funds are lacking in your
life. Where are possible opportunities waiting? What motivation do you need to change
jobs, take initiative, or go after that new account? Do you struggle to manage your money?
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Are there expenses you can cut or things you can share? Do you need to practice more
frugality or are you a miser who needs to live a little? Remember, you no matter what, you
can’t take it with you?
COLUMN 6, ADVERSITY
You know where your barriers and weaknesses reside in your life. Now, is your
opportunity to think about their origins, their manifestations, and how to deal with them.
We can never completely overcome. However, we can strive for a more peaceful existence.
How do you find the courage to address hard questions and have difficult conversations?
Who’s help should you enlist?
COLUMN 7, EDUCATION
We can all stand to learn something new. It is not true that “you can’t teach an old dog
new tricks.” If you are done learning new tricks, what are you doing consulting the cards?
Evidently, you value learning and education. Use this column to gain insight into what
subjects you need to brush up on? What are your weaknesses that you need to finally work
on? Or, what weaknesses should you leave well enough alone. Perhaps you have strengths
that you’d be better served to strengthen. What should be your process. Who should help
you? Or, should you teach others what you know? Education isn’t just about your learning
process, but the process of those around you. Teachers are learners and vice versa when
things are in balance.
COLUMN 8, TRANSFORMATION
The Alchemist works with transformation and metamorphosis. What are the processes at
work on you? What are your catalysts for good or bad? In other words, what and who are
working on your life to change you? Do you want this change? Do you feel it is positive
change? Are there things you’ve always wanted to do, but were afraid of? What could be
added to your personal potion to cause the desired reaction? Here you look at processes,
ingredients, recipes, combine them with magic (and a little luck) to get from here to there.
Beware. Sometimes chemical reactions can get out of hand.
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COLUMN 9, SPIRIT
The last column is about spirit. Where do you derive meaning and purpose in your life?
Do you get enough meaning and purpose or are you just wading or floundering in the pool
of your spiritual life? Who can help you go deeper, expand further, or find more inner
peace?
One more note. If you get the White Cat Oracle card anywhere in this column,
considers yourself on an epic spiritual journey. Enjoy the ride.
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Chapter 10: Self-Reflection, Wellness, and Healing
Are you feeling that your modern lifestyle is devouring your health and potential?
Most Americans report increased stress levels in the workplace, as well as at home. We
are balancing relationships, driving children to multiple activities and caring for aging
parents. If that weren’t bad enough, even when the economy is booming, you feel financial
pressures.
What if I told you that one of the most powerful (and fun) ways to combat stress
and take control of your goals comes from the ancient practice of reading divination cards,
such as Tarot or Oracle cards?
At this point, your analytical brain is having a fit, right? You may be thinking the
same thing that I thought, “That stuff is a bunch of hogwash! It’s charlatanism at its
ultimate.” And you would be right when thinking about people who hoodwink hurting
people out of their life savings. But stick with me for a minute. I’m not talking about using
the cards for fortunetelling. I’m talking about using them as one would use Jungian talk
therapy, Expressive Writing, or setting SMART goals.
The power of doing “non-fortunetelling” readings stems from the fact that you
learn how to take back your power by becoming your own narrator… the master of your
destiny. This empowerment, reduces stress over. You will gain insight into yourself and
that is liberating.
Research shows that this “non-fortunetelling” use of oracle cards helps people to
relieve stress and focus on goals though some of the ways listed below:
1. Self-Reflection. Many people misperceive Tarot and Oracle cards as mere
fortunetelling tools. These folks fundamentally miss the true power of the cards.
When surveyed, many card users report that when doing readings for themselves,
they are more interested in personal growth. By asking questions, such as, “What
could I do that will help get me through this situation and grow?” card users gain
insight into what is truly bothering them, and begin to conceptualize the path
forward. If you use the cards in this manner, you will find that you will learn things
about yourself that you hadn’t really thought about before. This kind of selfreflection, though hard at times, increases the happiness levels in people.
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2. Focusing on the “now.” When you set aside the “fortune telling” aspect of the
cards, and focus on what’s going on now, it will help you develop a mindfulness
practice. What is mindfulness? It is becoming attentive to what is happening at this
moment. The future is full of anxiety. The past may be full of pain and sorrow.
When you focus on “now” you fully live your life without the constant distractions
and regrets that come with never unplugging from the past and future. The future
and past are important, to be sure, but card reading gives you some respite from
the relentless press of time. Focusing on the now leads directly into the next item
on the list:
3. Taking time for yourself. When you take up reading the cards, you will want a
quiet place. Readers use a variety of methods to get them into the right frame of
mind—everything from candles and incense to a warm, cozy blanket on the sofa.
Every reader has their ritual, and you can make yours whatever you want. If you
love a cup of hot chamomile tea and your cat on your lap, then, by all means, do
that. Developing a cozy practice achieves two goals: First, it will help you relax and
put you in the right frame of mind for the reading, but it also has the added benefit
of reducing stress because you are pampering yourself. You are subtly telling your
mind and body that you care about them. As a result, they will start caring for you.
4. Keep an eye on a personal development goal. An interesting phenomenon
I’ve encountered among a few readers, is the practice of leaving a card where it will
remind them of a personal development goal. For example, you may have done a
reading in which one of the cards inspired you to relax and read more. You may
put the card near the TV to remind you that you want to be mindful about your
choices. You want to remind yourself to make a conscious decision about watching
TV versus reading instead of simply unconsciously turning on the TV and watching
whatever is on.
5. Get in tune with yourself. When you’ve been reading cards for a while, you may
chuckle at a particular card you pull because you are “not surprised.” That is
because when you use the cards for self-discovery, you will find that the cards may
reinforce what you already know. You may have been thinking about a problem for
a while, but feel like you can’t move forward. Then, you pull a card and it becomes
clear. “Ah, I knew it,” you might breathe. “I knew that is what I should do.” In this
113

way, card reading can help people to understand their emotions, their motivations,
and why the do what they do.
6. Get unstuck. Being stuck sucks. It really does. We’ve all been there. You feel
trapped or exhausted by choices. Many card readers report that they like to do a
reading when they feel stuck. The cards can reveal a new perspective… make you
think about a problem from a new direction. Often, I hear, “I hadn’t really thought
about it that way, but you know what? That makes a lot of sense.”
7. Tap into the feeling that magic exists in the world. A powerful aspect of
card reading is the feeling that you are accessing the wisdom of the universe.
People report that it gives them a feeling of purpose or meaning. Reading cards
gives you the opportunity to interact with the mysterious aspects of life. This
experience often results in feelings of joy and happiness.
Are you still not convinced that a deck of divination cards will help you with your desire
to become healthier? Some research has shown that even skeptics found that using a set
of cards to tell stories and craft ideas helped them build narratives to gain new
perspectives. Although skeptics didn’t experience the same level of results as others, they
received benefit from their use. Think of it as inexpensive Jungian psychology.
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Final Thoughts

Oracle cards examine potential futures with a critical eye. Just because something is
“predicted” does not mean it will come true. We have free will. The aim of any divination
is to grant insight so that you can think about the path your life is on and try to learn how
to navigate through it. That does not mean you should always choose the “easy” path, or
the “better” path. Who’s to say any path is better than the other? The idea to use
experience in conjunction with intuition to help us live the best possible lives
Divination or the practice of what might be labelled the occult, is not some demonic
practice, but rather a part of a broad, ancient set of traditions that are benevolent, healthy,
and empowering.
Take some time to revisit the ideas and revelations you experience with the cards,
but don’t dwell on it. You shouldn’t obsess about any reading. Also, if it felt too negative,
perhaps you are missing the lessons from the reading. A White Cat Oracle is NEVER
positive or negative. It is what it is: information that can help you to understand what’s
going on and help you make the right decisions to keep you moving in the right direction.
If you encounter something that you interpret as negative, perhaps you should look for
what action you should take to avert problems or face up to a tough circumstance that
you’ve been avoiding.
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Cats have many qualities that put them in high esteem with humans. Keep these in your
mind and heart when you work with the cards.
1. Tenacity
2. Cleanliness
3. Keen eye-sight
4. Patience
5. Playfulness
6. Curiosity
7. Ability to create their own language
8. Balance solitude and social nature
9. Land on their feet
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